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King, Arafat put 

bilateral ties 
back on track 


By Ahmad Shaker 

Special to The Star 

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT 
Yasser Arafat’s two-day visit to 
Jordan tins week has cleared the 
air between Jordan and the PLO 
and opened the way for closer 
coordination between them for 
future seeps. His Majesty King 
Hussein stressed, as be bid Mr 
Arafat farewell at Amman Civil 
Airport on Tuesday, Jordan's 
absolute support of the indepen¬ 
dent Pale stinian decision. Mr 
Arafat spoke warmly about Jor¬ 
dan's role and about future Pal¬ 
estinian-Jordanian relations. 

President Arafat was received 
and seen off at the airport by 

Kin g- TBtesnrf snttiJFma m Prince 

Hassait; a gesture Signifying the 
importance of the visit and Jor¬ 
dan's keenness on working 
closely with Mr Arafat during 
the coming phases. 


Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs, Dr Jawad 
Anani, told The Star that Jorda- 
man-Palestinian ties have never 
been stronger and that King 
Hussein has asked the Govern¬ 
ment to provide the Palestinian 
leadership with everything that 
it requires in terms of informa¬ 
tion, training and expertise. 

Dr Anani added that the six 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian com¬ 
mittees will begin their intensive 
work next week to keep up with 
accelerating events. "We have 
to be ready for all new develop¬ 
ments, especially in the light of 
the uniqueness of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship,” Dr 
Anani said. Hie added that a new 
committee has .been created, 
dealing With social and admhiis- 
trative issues, and it will discuss 
health, education and labor. 

Dr Anani confirmed that from 
now on the Palestinian peace 
delegation will function separ¬ 


ately from the next round of 
talks in Washington, expected to 
start in the middle of October. 
But he stressed that cooperation 
and coordination between the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians 
will continue at all levels, espe¬ 
cially that there are issues of 
co mm on importance to both 
sides like refugees, security, 
water, borders and the 
environment 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
sources told The Star that the 
recent measure by Jordan pre¬ 
venting West Bank and Gaza 
residents whose ages are below 
36 years from crossing into Jor¬ 
dan has been worked out with 
the PLO. The precautionary 
ttibasui& aims at controlling the 
number of Palestinians crossing 
into Jordan in the af termath of 
the PLO-Israel accord. 

The sources also confirmed 
that Jordan will open a liason 



His Majesty King Hussein receiving President Arafat 


office in Jericho after the Israeli 
withdrawal from the city. The 
office will coordinate with the 
Palestinian self-rule authority on 
issues of mutual concern. 

The sources added that joint 
committees will begin looking 
into issues like the transfer of 
-documents-such as -land deeds 
and birth certificates and others 
belonging to residents of Gaza 
and Jericho in addition to other 
West Bank cities. The sauces 
added that Mr Arafat mil pay 


Five-year-plan seeks larger role 

for private sector 



By B3al Hyjawi 

Star Staff Writer 

THE GOVERNMENT has 
approved the economic and 
social five-year-plan (1993-97) 
last week. It projects total pri¬ 
vate and public expenditure to 
reach JD 5.24 billion over the 
coming 5 years, accenting to 
Minister of Planning Dr Ziad 
Fariz, who announced details of 
the plan in a press conference 
last Saturday. 

The plan is seen to be in line 
with the official drive to encour¬ 
age the private sector to play a 
greater role in financing public 
projects. According to foe plan, 
private investments should con¬ 
stitute 64.2 percent of total 
investment until by the end of 
the plan's mandate. Projected 
Government expenditure in the 
public sector is put at 35 per¬ 
cent, which will be focused on 
social and infrastructural 
development 

The plan incorporates provi¬ 
sions for reforming the tax sys¬ 
tem with the object of fostering 
an attractive investment environ¬ 
ment, inducing exports, and dis¬ 
tributing the burden of taxation 
more evenly. The tax-reform 


drive is also intended to substi¬ 
tute a value added tax (VAT) 
system for the present consump¬ 
tion tax. 

Investment policies in the plan 
were formulated with the aim of 
reducing imports and improving 
the balance of trade. 

"Our aim is to reduce the bur¬ 
den of foreign debt cm the econ¬ 
omy,” Dr Fariz said. "Govern¬ 
ment will make investment data 
available to the private sector 
and speed up and simplify the 
legal procedures for establishing 
companies.” 

The plan incorporates sound 
measures to attain these goals; 
documentation and registration 
of businesses will be streamlined 
and the rod tape previously 
entailed in obtaining export and 
import licenses will be reduced. 

Other provisions in the plan 
were introduced to encourage 
the financing of private enter¬ 
prise expansion by methods 
other than traditional bank loans. 
It aims to facilitate alternative 
forms of financing by removing 
the hurdles that obstruct private 
companies from _ re- 
incorporating into public share¬ 
holding entities and by reducing 
the tax burden currently' levied 


upon export-oriented compa¬ 
nies. By legislating security and 
exchange laws that would more 
accurately reflect the value of 
the company, it is hoped an 
added confidence will prevail in 


opportunities in the past. "When 
war erupted in Lebanon, Bah¬ 
rain took over Lebanon as the 
regional banking center, while 
Jordan stood there dong little,” 
said Mr Farti Ghandour, Aramex 


the investment environment of.... president and CEO. 


the Kingdom. Added to the 
investment package are provi¬ 
sions to permit shareholding 
companies to re-invest •• an 
increased percentage of their 
profits for expansion purposes. 

The Government anticipates 
(hat encouraging private sector 
investment will serve to create 
new employment opportunities. 

The previous (1988-93) devel¬ 
opment plan was not fully imple¬ 
mented because of the Gulf 
War. The resulting loss of eco¬ 
nomic aid to Jordan and the sud¬ 
den influx of Jordanian expatri¬ 
ate workers from the Gulf 
stopped the plan dead in its 
tracks. 

"Jordan’s 1993-97 plan 
encompasses a flexibility to 
accommodate all eventualities,” 
said the minister. And flexible it 
may well need to be, if it is to 
accommodate all possible results 
of the on-going Middle East 


peace process. 
Jordan has 


missed 


"The recent repatriation of 
"Jordanians from the Gulf may 
have burdened our infrastructure 
but Jordan should see it as an 
influx of talent and a valuable 
human resource,” said a returnee 
businessman in a recent inter¬ 
view with The Star. 

If a real and lasting peace is 
achieved, the industrial world 
will eye the emerging markets of 
the region more positively. Mul¬ 
tinational concerns will be inter¬ 
ested in setting up regional ser¬ 
vice centers for their products, 
and perhaps they will set up 
operations in the region. But is 
Jordan's infrastructure ready? 

"Absolutely not!" said Mr 
Ghandour. "Common sense 
predicates investment flight to 
places such as the UAE, coun¬ 
tries where business is wel¬ 
come," he explained. 

The latest plan must be suc¬ 
cessful if Jordan is to c hang e 
perceptions and attract foreign 

investment. ■ 


another visit to Jordan before 
the beginning of the 12th round 
of the Arab-Israeli talks in 
Washington. 

On the economic front, a Jor¬ 
danian senior Government 
economist dispelled fears that 
the recent PLO-Israeli accord, 
wtli" harm- Jordan's rational 
economy. 

. He told The Star that Jordan 
will receive a fair share of 
development money that will be 
invested in the region and this 
in him will reduce the burden 
of Jordan's foreign debt and 
will increase investment 
opportunities. 

The economist, who wished 
to remain anonymous, said that 
the present sluggishness in eco¬ 
nomic activity in Jordan, which 
coincided with the signing of 
the Palestinian-Israeli agree¬ 
ment, is to be expected because 
"people are postponing their 
investment decisions until the 
picture becomes clearer." 

He added that he does not 
expect a large scale capital 
flight from Jordan to Jericho 
and Gaza, but he added that 
Jordan will help the Palestinian 
economy separate from the 
Israeli economy and that 


requires certain sacrifices. 

On the other hand, head of 
Information Department at the 
PLO, Mr Yasser Abed Rabbo, 
told The Star that confederation 
between Jordan and Palestine 
"is the end of the road for both 
people and that no force can 
alter -the 'special relationship 
between Jordanians and 
Palestinians.” 

Mr Abed Rabbo added that 
the 98-member Palestine Cen¬ 
tral Council (PCC) will meet in 
Tunis during the coming two 
weeks to approve the PLO- 
Israeli accord and that the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip personali¬ 
ties will be invited to this 
meeting. 

He said that joint Palestinian 
and Israeli committees will 
begin their meetings next 
month adding that the work of 
these committees will be much 
more important than the Pales- 
tini an-Israeli deliberations 
which will be held in 
Washington. 

Mr Abed Rabbo said that cos- 
toms barriers between the Pal¬ 
estinian entity and Israel will 
not be removed and that the 
Palestinian entity will not be a 
corridor for Israeli products. ■ 


How Bosnia's 
safe havens 
survive 
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Political forces 
want elections to be 
held on time 

By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

JORDANIAN POLITICAL ponies and fxrrsonaliues have been 
debating the possibility of postponing the November elections in 
the aftermath of the signing of the PLO-lsraeli accord. Until 
now, His Majesty King Hussein has assured Jordanians that the 
elections train is still on tracks. But he made it clear that he and 
the Government are studying all available options especially as a 
result of recent regional political development. 

According to Article 73. paragraph ll of the Jordanian Consti¬ 
tution, "if no elections have taken place by the end of the four 
months [from the date of dissolution], the dissolved Chamber 
shall assume its full constitutional powers and assemble forth¬ 
with as if its dissolution had not taken place. It shall remain in 
office until the election of a new Chamber." 

Bui paragraph IV of the same article states that, "...the King 
may postpone the holding of the general elections if a force ma- 
jeure has occurred which the Council of Ministers considers as 
rendering the holding of elections impossible.” 

With this mind. The Star talked to a number of representatives 
from various political parties and movements on whether or not 
the elections should be held on time. 

Former deputy Fakhri Kawar The Constitution allows for 
bringing back the dissolved Parliament and also provided the 
possibility of holding elections if Parliament is dissolved. I am 
for postponing the elections for one or two years. I prefer that 
the former Parliament be recalled to pass laws to avoid any Con¬ 
stitutional and legislative vacuum. 

Aii Amer, general secretary of the Progressive Democratic Jor¬ 
danian Party: Our party which is keen to preserve the democratic 
choice in the country do not see any need for calling off the elec¬ 
tions. We say that the elections should be held on time regardless 
of current political developments. The national interest requires 
that elections be held. 

Dr Ahmad Najdawi. deputy general secretary of the Arab So¬ 
cialist Baath Party: Because our party believes in democracy un¬ 
der all circumstances, we believe the elections should be held on 
time. We think all citizens, regardless of their place of birth, are 
Arabs and it is their right that they participate in the elections, 
whose aim is to draw the future of our united country. 

Former deputy Abdel Raouf A1 Rawbdeh, general secretary of 
AI Yaqtha Party: I support holding the elections on their time. 

Former deputy Daoud Kujak: The issue concerns the interest 
of the country. That is why it requires careful study and if the re¬ 
sult of this study calls for postponing the elections, then we must 
think of the need to have a Parliament that will help the Govern¬ 
ment to take decisions. On the other hand, we must consider the 
Constitutional provisions and not our emotions. 

Former deputy Abdel Munim Abu Zunt of thee Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood: Of course I think elections should be held on time be¬ 
cause all that had happened on the political front is against Is¬ 
lamic principles. 

Former deputy Fares AI Nabulsi: Elections should be held on 
time unless there are reasons for postponement, but we should 
know why ...if these reasons are convincing or noL ■ 


Victims of their own propaganda: 

Israeli reactions to latest accord 



By Andrew Jeffreys 
Special to Hie Star 

"1 SUPPORT the peace, of 
course" replied an Israeli, 
stunned by such an obvious 
question. After further thought 
be jerked bis brad to the side 
dismissively, and added "but, 
you know, Arafat killed babies." 
Wandering through the western¬ 
ized streets of Jerusalem's New 
City, it's bard to find someone 
who does not echo such 
sentiments. 

Israel has become a victim of 
its own propaganda. After 35 
years of vilifying Arafat and his 
colleagues in Fatah for almost 
every terrorist attack in Israel or 
abroad when many were perpe¬ 
trated by independent activists 
like Abu Nidal (no friend of the 
PLO), the official recognition of 
the PLO has been a bitter pill for 
most Israelis to swallow. For so 
long, Israelis were assured chat 
the last thing the state would do 
was to legitimize the 'unrepre¬ 
sentative terrorist, the murderer 
of ’ innocent women and 

children.' 

Bat hasn't the leader of a peo¬ 
ple under occupation historically 
always been condemned as a ter¬ 
rorist until statehood was 
achieved? Didn't Begin and the 
frgua commit atrocities before 


their state was created? A 19 
year old student at Hebrew Uni¬ 
versity is outraged by the com¬ 
parison. "No, there is a big dif¬ 
ference," he replies firmly, "The 
British were an illegitimate 
power who were preventing 
Jews from arriving in Israel. In 
the war of '48, they fought for 
their survival. Arafat kills inno¬ 
cent people." 

The reality is that the terms 
Palestinian and terrorist have 
become synonymous in Israel. 
Most Israelis, even those who 
are ready to see the implementa¬ 
tion of resolution 242, have a 
deep-rooted fear of the potential 
of a Palestinian state on their 
doorstep, however small and 
militaril y weak it might be. 

"They hate us and we hate 
them” remarks a young woman 
from Tel Aviv in a matter-of- 
fact way. The 'them and us' the¬ 
ory is not her own. Its a sad fact 
that most pro-peace Israelis fail 
to realise that they have more in 
common with the majority of 
Palestinians on the question of 
peace than they do with their 
religious fanatics. All too often 
they will remind you ”dtt Koran 
tells Muslims to kill Jews. 

"The Palestinians want peace 
because they have no ocher 
choice—not because they want 
peace itself. If *ey could 


would drive us into the sea." 
remarks a 42 year-old business¬ 
man, reflecting the utter lack of 
trust that exists. The concept of 
the Palestinians has been de¬ 
personalized to such an extent 
in Israel that rather than being a 
people, a collection of families 
containing good and evil like 
any other, it has become to them 
a homogeneous body built upon 
innate anti-Semitism and 
terrorism. 

Reacting to the suggestion 
that civilian deaths during the 
Lebanon invasion were substan¬ 
tially higher than total civilian 
casualties in Israel's 43 year his¬ 
tory, an Israeli shopkeeper 
remarked," that was different— 
it was a war." 

What many fail to appreciate 
is that only a state can declare 
war, and thus any attack by 
members of an unofficial state is 
automatically called 'terrorism.' 

"They started the war in '67— 
we don't have any reason to give 
back the land,” said a housewife 
from Jerusalem, "anyway, read 
your history, they were never a 
people.” 

Basking in the midday sun on 
a crowded beach in Tel Aviv it 
is hard to believe that the harsh 
realities of a military occupation 
are only 50 miles away. The res¬ 
idents here are generally more 


supportive of the agreement, not 
feeling quite as besieged as 
those in Jerusalem. 

"I am happy with the agree¬ 
ment." said Nirit, a 20 year-old 
military officer, "we must solve 
the problem of the occupation. 
It's good for nobody. As a sol¬ 
dier its an emotional nightmare. 
When children throw stones and 
knock fridges off rooves at 
you—on the one hand they are 
the enemy, on the other they are 
only children." 

She was hopeful that the 
peace would work,” everyone 
said ihe same about Egypt It 
worked—a cold peace if not a 
warm one." 

Ayala, a teacher in the city, 
reflecting the opinion of the 
majority, remarked "we hope to 
give back all the territories, 
except Jerusalem." Isn't it Arab? 
"Its too close, and it contains our 
holiest places. I hope it will 
remain the undivided capital of 
Israel." Nodding in agreement, 
her friend remarked, "yes, bur 
though the majority may believe 
in Gaza-Jericho, we are all 
afraid of what they will do with 
their state. It may become the 
base for terrorist attacks." 

It is unfortunate that few 
believe that economic improve- 

Continned on page 2 





























































An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 



US releases aid to 
Jordan and calls 
for donors meeting 

■ US Pres¬ 
ident Bill 
Clinton has 
given the 
go-ahead to 
provide S30 
million in 
US security 
assistance 
to Jordan. 

The aid 

includes a Clinton 
S15 million 
in Eco¬ 

nomic Supports Fund and $9 
million in foreign military 
financing and half a million dol¬ 
lars in international military edu¬ 
cation and training funds. The 
remaining S5.5 million will fimd 
various other projects including 
initiatives on Middle East 
regional cooperation and the 
multilateral peace talks, accord¬ 
ing to a US State Department 
spokesman Mr Michael CuiTV. 
This, he said underlines Mr 
Clinton's commitment to seeing 
the peace process advance and 
will also help the Government of 
Jordan deal with some of the 
requirements that have been 
placed upon it. However, Mr 
Cum’ agreed that "a large part 
of this assistance is obviously 
securin' assistance." 

He said the $5.5 the million in 
non-security related assistance 
"are funds* that could be used 
conceivably to finance some of 
the joint venture projects" with 
the Palestinians as they begin to 
take control of the Jericho area 
under the Declaration of Princi¬ 
ples signed between the PLO 
and Israel. 

The spokesman said that US 
Secretary of State, Mr Warren 
Christopher, told his Deputy 
Secretary of State Mr Clifton 
Wharton to form a group from 
the State Department and other 
US state agencies to develop a 
strategy on how to handle "not 
onlv economic issues but some 


of the political issues arising i: 
from the agreement as well. J 
The resumption of US aid to E 
Jordan was also taken in the t 
light of the fact that it too signed i 
an "agenda" with the Israelis on ( 
the 14th of this month. > 

Meanwhile, Mr Christopher t 
has called for a donor confer- j 
ence to be held next month in i 
New York or Washington, to i 
raise about S3 billion to finance 
development projects in Gaza j 
and Jericho. The United States ■ 
has pledged some $250 million 
so far and European countries 
and Japan have also expressed 
readiness to provide large suras 
of money. . 

Jordan, in the words of Minis¬ 
ter of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs, Dr Jawad Anani, is hop¬ 
ing for a fair share of develop¬ 
ment assistance. 

The World Bank has esti¬ 
mated that the economy of the 
West Bank and Gaza would 
need about $12 billion during 
the coming ten years. 

Telephones for 
Gaza and Jericho 

■ Jordan seems to be wasting 
no time in preparing for the new 
"peace" era. Ministry of Com¬ 
munications is actively thinking 
of ways of establishing a new 
telephone and telecommunica¬ 
tions system between Jordan, 
and Gaza and Jericho, the areas 
were autonomy will be imple¬ 
mented first Minister of Com¬ 
munications Dr Tareq Suhe im at 
has just given the go-ahead for a 
full length technical study to 
examine how best this can be 
implemented. 

New Israeli 
settlement 

■ Just a week after the singing 
of the Jericho-Gaza accord 
between the Israeli government 
and the PLO, the Jerusalem's 
Israeli municipality has given 
the go-ahead to build a new Jew-. 

TV. . *;;«>•» * ’'tiJ 8 












ish neighborhood in Arab East 
Jerusalem, according to Israel 
Radio. According to the source 
there will be 150 housing unite 
in addition to a hotel. A munici¬ 
pality official denied that this 
was a new policy but said that 
this neighborhood was long 
planned. But even so, this surely 
underlines Israel’s commitment 
to keeping Jerusalem as its undi¬ 
vided capital, which the Israeli 
government has reite r ated time 
and again. 

Unemployed at 

106,000 

■ Statistics show that the num¬ 
ber of those looking for work in 
Jordan stands at 106,000. This 
shows a downward trend from 
the 127,000 figure we had in 
1991. Seventy five percent of 
those currently looking for work 
are new university and college 
graduates. But the good news 
today is that 21.000 new jobs 
have been created. 


New daily 

m One more daily newspaper 
has appeared on the news stands 
in Jordan this week. I'lanat Al 
Youm (Daily Adverts) is an 
eight-page newspaper that is 
crammed with advertisements 
but with very little news-worthy 
items. Its publishers claim that 
100,000 copies arc printed daily 
and distributed free of charge. 
We are to wait and see if this is 
the new look for Jordanian press 
in the 1990s. 

Election box 

■ So far there are 1000 candi¬ 
dates who will be s tand ing^ for 
the coining November elections 
according to Ad Dustour. We 
are sure that more will be on the 
way. 

■ Government employees must 
resign their jobs by 7 October if 
tfcey wish to j stand., for Parlia¬ 


ment. Under Jordanian law, can¬ 
didates who is a government 
employed must resign one 
month before the elections. 

■ The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) is officially putting up 35 
candidates to contest the 
November Lower House elec¬ 
tions. They include many former 

Muslim Brotherhood deputies 

such as Mr Abdel Aziz Jaber for 
Amman's first constituency. Mr 
Abed Al Mone'm Abu Zunt wdl 
stand for Amman's second. Dr 
Ibrahim Zeid Al Kilani will be 
stand in g for Amman's third. Dr 
Hamm am Said, Dr Mohammad 
Abo Fans, Mr Nimer Asaf and 
Mr Da wood Qujaq will all be 
standing for Amman’s fifth. For 
the Balqa constituency. Dr 
Abdel Lam Arabiyyat, among 
others, will be standing. In the 
northern Badia, Al Koura and 
northern Jordan Valley, there 
. will be Mr Fans Al Madi, Mr 
Abdel Aziz Al Shreideh and Mr 
Ahmad Al Khatib. 

Up and coming 
events I 

■ Under the patronage of 
Crown Prince Hassan, a national 
conference on the role of 
women in the democratic pro¬ 
cess will be held between the 27 
and 29 September. The confer¬ 
ence is organized by the Federa¬ 
tion of Jordanian Women, the 
Giris University and the Konrad 
Adeneur Foundation in Amman. 
There will be four sessions, the 
first of which will be chaired by 
Dr Mustapha Hamarneh, direc¬ 
tor of the Strategic Studies Cen¬ 
ter at Jordan's University, the 
second will be chaired by Sena¬ 
tor Leila Sharaf, the third 
chaired by Dr Amin Moham- 
; mad, president of the Girls Uni¬ 
versity while the final session 
. will be chaired by head of the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Mrs Inam Al Mufti. Today, 
t Thursday, Dr Haifa Abu Ghaza- 
F leh, general secretary of Federa¬ 
tion will hold a press conference 
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An exhibition and symposium of medical, laboratory, 
educational and computer equipment,featuring over 

thirty of the world leaders in technology. 
September 22 - 24 
10 am - ipm / 3pm - 9 pm 

Hotel Jordanlnter-Continental 

C A WORLD OF RESOURCES AT YOUR SERVICE. 

- W r 1 
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output so for 


to offer more information about 
the three-day event 

■ The American based World 
Academy for Business Adminis¬ 
tration Sciences, in cooperation 
with the Faculty of Economics 
and Administrative Sciences at 


University of Jordan, will bold a' 
five-day amference between? 26 
and 30 September at the nmvov 
city's campus. The theme of tbe 
conference wOl be business 
administration in -the consumer 
countries. Issues to be rfiscuissed. 
include the nature and studies .of 


jalal RifetfAd Dn3to |ir j 


International business j adrMM»- 
traticaiT financial and admuugra' 
tive Strategies, and administra¬ 
tion in the Arab euvironmem. 

Participants will come fromuj, 

Europe, Arab countries, mclud- 
ingThose from Jordanian public 
and private universities. 


bank deposits* 


Fourth Arab Horse Riding 
Festival opens Wednesday 


Special to The Star 

THE ROYAL Stables is hosting 
tbe Fourth Arab Horae Riding 
Festival under the patronage of 
Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein. 
The festival was officially 
opened Wednesday afternoon by 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

According to Princess Ana, 
the event will include 166 
entries from several Arab and 
European states including Qatar, 
Syria, Iraq, Jordan, France, Eng¬ 
land and the United States and 
four judges hailing from Uru¬ 
guay, Iran and Britain. 

She told The Star the purpose 
of this show is to promote the 
purebred Arabian horses, which 
has become (muted as people 
have bred horses for racing 
rather than for show. 

"There hasn’t been much use 

for Arabians here," she said. "In 
our part of the world, we salt 
them to the UK, Holland, Swit¬ 
zerland and elsewhere abroad to 
show them. In our part of the 
world, we are more interested 
now in trying to get used to trav¬ 



eling in our own region, not just 
abroad to quaiify for shows." - 
Yesterday's activities included 
the Arab horse "C show in ope- 
and two-year classes and junior 
male and female classes. 

Thursday's showings begra-at 
10 am and will include nan- 
registered Arabians and senior 
male and female classes. 

Friday, the stables will host the 
Middle East Championships for 
junior male and female classes 


and senior male and females 
classes as well as a liberty class 
In which the horses will be 
judged strictly on movement. 

■ Between shows, the stables 
have arranged for folklore and 
Arab singers and. a jumping 
demonstration as well’as an out¬ 
door bazaar tor, participants and 
observers.’ " , 

. The event is being hosted by 
Jordan Intercontinental, Royal 
Jordanian and Pepsi. ■ 




be amended» 

Central Bank power* wg 

banking and 

establish new standards 

within that sector. _v.. ;• : y> 

■ Postal charges vrffl soopj 
increase for local, n Arab 
and international 
Star has learned. ; 1T J : 

g ^ minis terial corornitt ge ? 
is presently stodyingJWi: 
possibility of estaWBflung 
fixed rates on public ser -, 
vices related to healifosec- 
ondary and higher educa¬ 
tion. The Government 
hopes that such rates wur 
cover these services with¬ 
out putting the burden .qo I 
those with limited income., ■? 

■ Finance Minister 1 Mr ; 

Sami Qammo and the Min¬ 
ister of Planning Dr Sad 
Fariz will leave for Wash¬ 
ington to participate infoe- 
m eetings of the Council"of ; 
the IMF and the W«M’ 
panic and to hold discus- ’ 
sions relati n g to coopera¬ 
tion between Jordan and 
these international 

organizations. 

■ The Star has learned 
that there is a possibility of 
postponing the November 
elections. This . is in Jthe. 
light of the Palestinian- 
jsraeti Declaration . of 
Principles. 



mm 


Continued from page 3 

a victory, they got a kick. They 
went to Madrid, something went 
wrong. Hanan Ashrawi gave all 
the expectations she could think 
of...tben all of a sudden Jericho, 
Gaza. People don't know what to 
thinlq they are very confused, I 
think it would be wrong if I 
report this as a victory. 

Is the Left presenting a cred¬ 
ible challenge, or alternative? 

I think people who reject this, 
come from a tradition that has 
always been. going on in the 
past, without actually having a 
program for action dial cab be 
implemented to achieve their 
goals. Therefore those are peo¬ 
ple who are not credible; in my 
view, speaking as a strategist, 
they are incapable of stopping 
what is taking place at foe 
moment.. 

Wifi the Islamists accept the 
peace accords? 

They will not but they cant 
stop it in my view unless they 
resort to violence, and they lade 
the program for action that is 
credible and represents an 
alternative. 

What would be a credible 
program? 

What is needed now in our 
society is actually to stop, and 
look inward, and become more 
efficient more modem, not in 
the Western sense, but in 
attempting to create the condi¬ 
tions to catch up with the 21st 
century. We can't go into the 
21st century with paradigms of 
thought and patterns of behavior 
of the 17th century. 

Axe you talking about autar¬ 
kic' development in the. Arab 
world? 

No, no, totally different rnng, 
autarky_What I am .saying 




now is that we have to begin—., 
reform is required In society eve¬ 
rywhere, politically, economi¬ 
cally, educationally, • women's 
issues, we are a backward soci¬ 
ety in every single level. We 
must change this: we must tell 
our people, when an Islamist 
stands up and denounces, he 
means well, but he can’t pull , it 
off yet When George Habasfa 
says something, he can’t pull it 
off He couldn’t in the past and 
be can't in the future; on top of 
all this the PLO that pulled this 
thing off, cant role, can't build a 
modem enlightened entity-- 

On the grass root level, is Hie - 
Gaza-Jericho option likely to 
lead to the straining of PUles- 
traian/Jordanian relations in 

this country?. 

It depends on how die modern 
Jordanian state handles the issue, 
t think the Palestinians in Jonfon- 
mnst not be put or . forced to 
choose, either, or, Tit] -can be - 
both; we must learn frran.Leba¬ 
non, from 'Bosnia, from other 
parts of the world; we. cant 
afford, to be parochial, / short- 
sightedandbigoted■.‘j/ 

But signs nowadays are com¬ 
ing in Cram what can be railed 
the right-wing :trend;on:.both 
sides? 

Yes of course, but Lthmk. the' 
Jordanian state and; government 
must move forward- now* they 
shouldn't be -dry. about iti I 1 don't • 
think it would be construed as 
nnrierminif^g the PLO, tiHS is 
something ‘ Jordanian.-Arafat 
moved without consulting. - 

It sdems he moved without 

consulting anybody? r 

Yes; Apfat had two -choices 

# or we bad two choices,- either to 

reintroduce Jordanian . soye- 

• reignty on the West Bank, which 


for the Arabs would have , been 
better. •. ■ 

.Would it? .' v 

. Of course, historically, speak¬ 
ing for us its better. What is it if 
you want an Arab presence in 
the West. Bank [your name] is 
Jordanian, Syrian or Palestinian. 
What is it to. you? This is all 
Churchill inventiveness. Pales¬ 
tinian nationalism-developed as 
the result of the establishment of 
tiie ..British mandate over Pales-, 
tine, and of Zionism..Did any¬ 
body call -themselves Palestini¬ 
ans in Gaza; we were Syrians. 
Or either., reintroduce Jordanian 
sovereignly again over the West 
' Bank and then it becomes occu¬ 
pied: ~and not disputed by tbe 
Israelis as they always claim or 
go for foe PLO; Arafat serves 
the PLO; -obt necessarily the 
cause... . 

.r.How do you frd about the 
- upcoming elections? 

certainly, there have been 
• a move to wards primordialism, 
.that is’we aregoing backtopre- 
modem fonns of political organ¬ 
izations. L don’t expect political 
parties: to 'be; yeiy effective, I 
don't expect political parties to 
[vrinl'buitheir maqts, and plat- 
fbnns and orgariizatidns..Jiow I 
think die elections should be put 
off foix& year [or two] at least 

Redly? • 

. ifoink.so. : 

: Blow come? . 

-I. rtwnk 'that the- rabbit Arafat 
polled off has direct bearing on 
the elections, ^ahd I don't think 
at this moment in Jordan we 
need to Irav&tirif is^teke over 
u . all Other issues-and end up witha 
'' Parhameot thaf is; either .for or. 

against a future peace treaty, we 
■ need a Padiament that is mnch 


Israeli reactions to 


Continued from page 1 

ftiwin may limit the fa na ti c ism 
in Gaza that was bred by desper¬ 
ation and impoverishment--The 

effect of depersonalising foe 
Gazans is stronger than tl«, evi¬ 
dence of the nndeniabte cdrmec- 
tion between poverty., and 
extremism - r 


The to is tiiar foe mflbrity of ■ 
the - Israelis, around -65 .percent, •; 
agree^^with the jpt^x»al and Ifope. 
. jt will lead to the-eml .of a lbng. 
• and expensive battle.- Sa^?yf .tte 
majority also"belieye ; fott i ?^l7- 
" estinian people have 
toacaUy existed . 'and. 'foat the: 


agreement was signed ^ because 
"no otherropticm exists" and not: 
because of any moral of legiti- 

mate rigbt to statehood. 

V WbBst Waiting abbut 10 miles 
tom Gaza for a tari fo Jerusa^ 
i wus fl?proadbed by an 
Iaafovfoo find^offeraJ mea 


more diverse, that is forward, 
looking, with legislators who can 
legislate because the future of 
Jordan is determined by the type. 
of beings that we elect now. J 

Do you think the Govern- . 
ment is actively thinking along 
(hose lines? 

I don't know.;..this is an Idra 
of mine, I think certainly there is 
logic for this. ...If I were in a 
position of influence in this 
country I would certainly pusb^ 
for postponing tbe elections; def-. 
initely, because this willTWcr- 
shadow everything else. -Yon 
drmt need this now. - V ■: ? 

But if you postptme the efec- 
tion, how lnig would it brfor? 

’ I think people will accept it. 
will understand it You can'll tat 
about democracy, of deiriocrah; 
zation in isolation of htstodb 
reality and the exi^g cowfi- 
tions. This is not good,., y?^ 
know, we have enormous chat- 
leoges coming up..„ -. ^ 

What role does join; Strate: 
gic Center have in all this? 

We don’t have a role tbat:iS- 
linked to Government or the ’ 
executive at all We condua 
research on issues that, .are 
related to Jordan's basic need$ 
and apply planning We ate 
heavily involved in foe epom 
omy, in the population, kr 
eign policy and of course the 
issue of democratizatipn. -It is 
quite unfortunate . that . foe i»o| 
jects that we have been trying tg 
r implement have become out - 
. daied now^.we . have to iefo|. 
cite.^more.money is now epmS 
. ing in from foe private; srictot 
and we are involved in more and.; 
' more- activities. * ! ' ' r -; : ^ 

lift to Tel Aviv. After apofe^S-'; 
fog for not being able to help. ht?: 
shook my hand and warned..^ 

not stayhere on y ourown-Ther* 
are many Palestinians around ai 
They are terrorist. "Be” 
• carefuL" .: 

i The’real'peace is. ito^foutual 
acceptance of each others saissk. 
hood* but .mutual acceptance of. 
L* .each,other. Until foe Palestinians 
are considered as human bridge 
with their own national idcritiiyr 
£' and foe.hopcs and aspimtious.of 
^ any c^her people in the wmkL 
i . tins peace. will never; Jte 
i r adrievtei ■ • - 
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Mustapha Hamameh: 


'Palestinian entity is a 
Trojan horse for Arabs ... 1 


_ THE STAR3 

ESss Chronicle 


Edited by Bilal Hijjawi 


Doing away with diatribe 

M Once again journalists and writers were summoned to meet 
with His Majesty the King, who stressed the importance of 
preserving national unity, backing Palestinian efforts to make 
their latest accord with Israel work and avoiding all thsrt may 
hurt both causes. While stressing that he was not a gainst voic¬ 
ing different opinions, especially in regards to the PLO-Israeli 
accord. King Hussein was firm in ins objection to extremist 
drin king leading to classifying people into patriots and traitors 
and resurrecting the journalistic language, or shaft we say 
harangue, of the fifties and sixties. The King himself was a tar¬ 
get of such diatribe back then, it should be mentioned. A few 
of the columnists and journalists attending appear to have 
understood the message during their audience with the King. 
But at any rate, those who still find no remorse in classifying 
people into heroes and traitors and sound judgments, may soon 
lose their followers. People are more interested in getting 
information on the recent accord, rather than hear condemna¬ 
tions of iL But that has not stopped people from circulating so- 
called documents of secret annexes to the PLO-Isracli accord. 
These alleged annexes contain such ludicrous clauses about 
PLO-Israeli collusion, that no one in his right nrinri would take 
seriously. But having said that many writers are questioning 
the fact that more than one week since the si g nin g of the 
accord, the FLO has not yet released the official version of the 
agreement 


The case against the elections 

M If one was of the betting kind, be, or she, would probably 
like the odds on not holding the November elections on their 
time. Since the Palestinian-Israeii agreement rumors began to 
fly that the Parliamentary elections might be postponed until 
the dust from the Jericbo-Gaza first accord, rests and the Jor- 
dani an-Palestinian relationship is redefined accordingly (See 
story on page one). His Majesty King Hussein did not commit 
himself to anything as of yet or so our sources say. But it is 
becoming apparent that the King is consulting with various 
dose aides and the more the hesitation lingers, the greater the 
odds that he will find it in die general interest of the country to 
postpone die elections. 

But what is the case against holding the elections on then- 
time? There are two premises that lean in favor of pushing the 

elections date few _ _ 

months. i>acl¥r jnfiu^rpid 
199$. One prmnsejas 
to do with the state of 
Palestinian refugees 
numbering over one 
million, most of whom 
are living in Jordan as 
citizens with voting 
rights. The great major¬ 
ity of these people are 
1967 refugees, who - 
under the recent PLO- 

Israel accord will be allowed to return, or be compensated, in 
accordance with UN resolutions. But only 30 percent of those 
live in refugee camps today. In feet, many are residing in sub¬ 
urban Amman running their businesses and living happily ever 
after. The big question is how many will actually return to the 
West Bank? Will they renounce their Jordanian citizenships? 
Another question has to do with the mechanism that will be set 
up to count and register those refugees. 

Those who support calls for postponing elections say that 
elections should not be held, when about one third of the popu¬ 
lation are undergoing a transitional stage that may affect their 
citizenship. A refugee may vote in November and then move 
back into the West Bank, as a Palestinian, in December. 

Opponents of the idea of suspending elections for the time 
being say the refugees will not be repatriated that soon. Dr 
Fahd A1 Fanek, writing in A1 Rai, believes it may take years. 
Why should Jordanian democracy suffer as a result, his argu¬ 
ment goes. 

The second premise is not being publicized. With the sign¬ 
ing of the Palestinian-Israeii accord, which is more of a peace 
treaty than an interim arrangement, observers say there is noth¬ 
ing holding Jordan, Syria and Lebanon from signing their own 
peace treaties with IsraeL In feet, they say that Jordan, which 
has resolved almost all of its problems with Israel, can go 
ahead and sign a peace treaty as early as next December or 
January. . 

All other factors taken into consideration, that treaty will 
have to be ratified by Parliament to become binding. But not if 
you don't have a Parliament! The treaty can be presented to a 
Parliament but only after few months when the fruits of peace 
have been harvested and its benefits felt all around. By virtue 
of these benefits, opposition to peace with Israel will have 
been dampened and ratification could sail through still waters. 

Supporters of such an argument say that if the interest of the 
country, which obviously ties with making peace, is to be pre¬ 
served elections should not center on peace bec au se candidates 
unii nnlv sensationalize the issue and aim at stirring the emo- 


Editor's Note: Dr Mustapha 
Hamam eh is the director of 
die Center for Strategic Stud¬ 
ies at the University of Jordan. 
Having obtained his Phd from 
Georgetown University, Wash¬ 
ington DC, in 1985, he became 
a lectnrer there for two years 
before joining the Department 
of History at the University of 
Jordan. He served as the direc¬ 
tor of the Jordan's Media 
Group at the Royal Court be¬ 
tween 1991 and 1992. His pub¬ 
lications indude "Jordan Re¬ 
sponds to the Gulf Crisis", in 
the edited collection by Phitis 
B ennis and Michael Mousha- 
beck on "Beyond the Storm: A 
Gulf Crisis Reader." He talked 
to The Star's Managing Editor, 
Dr Marwan A1 Asmar, about 
the recent Jericho-Gaza deal 
and its implications for Jor¬ 
dan. Excerpts follow. 

How do you feel about (he 
Jericho-Gaza First option? Do 
yon think it is a good first 
step? 

I think one should not be over 
trusting when dealing with the 
Israelis, certainly the Shimon 
Peres crowd have pulled this one 
off because I think they are 
more intelligent than the other 
crowd in Bond and more con¬ 
scious of their interest. They are 
not blinded by ideology as much 
as Likud-. And therefore they 
are able to see reality more. The 
Arabs now have two choices; it 
is either another San Remo 
treaty [1918], another settlement 
_that is the result of an exist¬ 
ing balance of fences, interna¬ 
tionally, or Andalnsia [to be 
kicked out]. This is what is 
offered, either this, or emptying 
of the land, a few years down 
the road. We have no other 
choices. This is h .... this is not 
the time for rejoicing, this has 
not been a victory. This is yet 
another indication of defeat in 
this long series of defeats that 
began with Mohammad Ali in 
the 19th century. However, to 
say you are with or against is an 
.Qyer simpl ificyi o n < r tha f^ p tr&tg , 
*g this & ft 
uig and nrisleacGng. 

Well what is it really? Is it a 
first option along the road— 

We don't know... There is a lot 
of hard work, a lot of imagina¬ 
tion that is required, a lot of lob¬ 
bying is required.... is Arafat 
incapable of leading a modem 
entity? 

So who would you suggest 
as an alternative to Arafat? 

We don’t know. It depends on 
how things would evolve from 
here. What will happen if two 
months down the road Arafat 


starts throwing people in jail, 
dissidencc. It's a possibility. Will 
Israelis now re-enter the area 
with troops en masse because it 
is unstable? What are the impli¬ 
cations for this on Jordan? Is the 
modem state of Jordan capable 
of feeing up to the challenges of 
the future? You are talking 
about a complete change in for¬ 
eign policy attitudes and 
goals.-Jordan, Israel and 
Palestine. 


Mustapha Hamameh: Israel has gained 
legitimacy 


Is a new order in the region, 
in the offing? 

No doubt, what happened now 
is finished, now Israel has in 
actual feet gained legitimacy. 
Israel is a sovereign independent 
entity in die Middle Bast. What 
Israel has now is an advantage 
over everybody else, is the pow¬ 
erful militarily; Israel has the 
Palestinian entity that [will be] 
-P94PI&- VA&PPP to 
jfc ‘ p b r> * r 

What are the fruits of peace 
both for the Palestinians and 
for the surrounding countries? 

Money alone cannot create 
development, our recent experi¬ 
ence of the past, the recent 1973 
oil boom didn't bring about 
development of die Arab coun¬ 
tries, it brought growth, it 
brought about a lot of buildings 
and infrastructure and educa¬ 
tion, it did not bring about 
development. And therefore for¬ 
eign currencies are being poured 
into Palestine and Israel and 
other pans doesn't necessarily 


imply development that is struc¬ 
tural qualitative improvement in 
the life of human beings. 

Is not that a different story, 
the debate between structural 
development and economic 
growth? Are you actually say¬ 
ing that it will be a new era? 

It will be a new era on that 
level, Israel has gained legiti¬ 
macy. Israel is a player in the 
Middle East, people have no 
problem, Arab rulers and states 
have no problem now in signing 
bilateral 

- agreements or 

even joining 
forces with 
Israelis, to 
conduct busi¬ 
ness in die 
area.... 

what will be 
the role of this 
interim self- 
government 
arrangement? 
What will be 
the role of 
Israel? 

The eco¬ 
nomic role 
presumably? 

Economic, 
political, 
everything. 
This will be 
the Trojan 
horse, as far 
as Jordan is 
concerned. 
What will hap¬ 
pen next we 

has gained “ ““S' 

challenges 

now, I mean, 
what is at 
stake is everything. 


It is not only for Jordan, it’s 
for the other Arab countries 
as well 

I understand, but this affects 
us more than anybody else. 

How? 

What will happen to the Pales¬ 
tinian entity, what will happen 
to-the- Palestinian population,- 


But the Zionist ideology, has 
so far been "locked in" inside 
IsraeL Now you are going to 
have for example The Jerusa¬ 
lem Post on your door step. 

The Israelis are also affected 
by the same factors as cultural 
expansion from the West as 
much as we are, but they are 
close to it, they think they are 
dose to iL... I think it’s inevita- 
bie..already Palestinians in the 
West Bank are doing political 
business with the Peace Now 
Movement, I think they will con¬ 
tinue to be allies..they will con¬ 
tinue to work together, the Pales¬ 
tinians can't have the same 
taboos as the Egyptians...in deal¬ 
ing with the Israe]is..they occu¬ 
pied them. 

What would a peace treaty 
mean fur Jordan? WID there 
be a confederation? 

It's too early to talk about it, 
but I think this new agreement 
represents an enormous chal¬ 
lenge for the modem state of Jor¬ 
dan. What we need now are 
players, who don't want Monday 
afternoon critics. We need 
players. We need people who 
know the nitty-gritty. We need 
people who have imagination 
We need expens. That is what is 
needed now, we need to be able 
to look forward and forecast 
The interim self-government 
arrangement presents an enor¬ 
mous challenge for Jordan, on 
every single level. Jordan's for¬ 
eign policy needs review, Jorda¬ 
nian national security...all the 
old assumptions need to be 
reviewed again. 

You mean the actual interim 
arrangements might pose a 
threat to Jordan? 

Of course...trade. The Israelis 
are insisting upon custom bar¬ 
riers on the [Jordan] river so 
they talk about economic inte¬ 
gration of the interim self- 
government arrangement with 
IsraeL..and leaving Jordan 
ouL.we'll be on the periphery... 

-But Israel is- interested » 


-labor migr^non^jati=_opening, np. .hoofers to tbg.. 

' zenship and political rights; sup- Arab world? 


pose problems develop on the 
West Bank can we afford to sir... 

And ft might affect our dem¬ 
ocratic system? 

Of course, of course. 

Negatively? 

It could. 

Is there going to be a cultu¬ 
ral invasion? 

We are already invaded. I 
mean CNN, almost in every 
home, NBC, Time magazine. 
International Herald Tribune... 


Of course, they will benefit, 
[bat] can we compete with their 
agriculture, industry... 

What about reactions to the 
peace process? 

People don't know what to 
think, don't know what to say. 
Ever since the Gulf War, in this 
society we have been hit. by 
events at a speed that is way 
above the street limit; the expec¬ 
tations are one thing and the 
reality is another, they expected 

Continued on page 2 


New man in RJ! 

■ Former Minister of Finance, Mr 

Basil Jardaneh, has been appointed 
bv the Cabinet as Chairman of Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), replacing former 
chairman, Mr Khaldoun Abu H as¬ 
sail. Mr Jardaneh is expected to 
work with RJ's CEO, Mr Mahmoud 
Balqaz, to transfer the national air¬ 
line into a public shareholding com- i 
pany. Mr Jardaneh is the chairman 
of the Jordan Finance and Invest- , , . 

ment Bank (JFEB). Jardaneh 

Countdown for Petra I 

■ Hikmat International, is to launch Jordan’s first inter¬ 
national exhibition, Petra I, in Marj AI Haniam's 
Amman International Exhibition on 17 October. The 
exhibition, running until 22 October, is sponsored bj the 
Amm a n Chamber of Commerce. 'Tt is the first time that 
the Chamber, which has represented Jordan's private 
sector for the last 70 years, is sponsoring such an inter¬ 
national event," says Mr Walid Hikmat, director of Hik¬ 
mat International. "International exhibitions are a 
medium for the exchange of ideas and experiences 
among exhibitors and visiting businessmen." Hikmat 
Internationa] is not a new comer to the exhibition scene 
in tbe Middle East: It has organized a number of suc¬ 
cessful events in Egypt. 

Brazil, France, UAE, Tunisia, Cyprus, Germany and 
Egypt have to date been added on the participants' list— 
they are either participating directly or through local 
agencies. The show wQl have on display consumer and 
industrial products, raw materials and spare parts. Mr 
Hikmat said that the show organizers target the business 
community only and the public will get to attend the 
exhibition the last two days. Mr Hikmat estimated that 
80 companies are expected to participate while the show- 
may indude 3000 products on display. 

"The show conies at a very good time when the JO 5 
billion economic development five-year plan has been 
announced and an equal budget has been projected to 
finance the restructuring of the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, a good deal of which may be spent on huving Jor¬ 
danian products,” Mr Hikmat concluded. 

Conference on economy at the right time! 

■ After successfully holding a roundtable on the econ¬ 
omy of Jordan, with panelists representing service, 
industrial, diplomatic and research sectors. Economic 
Perspectives^ a leading bi-weekly Jordanian business 
publication, is to launch its first conference on the econ¬ 
omy of Jordan. The conference, entitled "Jordan's New 
Economic Perspectives", is scheduled to take place 
between 25 and 26 September at the Philadelphia Hotel. 
The Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ), represented by Dr 
Jamal Salah, executive director of Research and Studies 
Dept, Dr Paul Jabber, president and CEO of Globicom. 
Las Vegas, Dr NabeelI El Sheriff, editorial director of Ad 
Dustour, Mr Khali dBushnaq, general manager of the 
Energy Management Services, Dr Curt Rhodes, director 
of the Near East Foundation, Mr Samir Maqdafa, direc¬ 
tor of the Jordan Clothing Co., Professor Chris Higson 
of the London Business School and Mr Riad al Kbouri, , 
director of Middle East Business Associates, are to share 
their assessment of the economy of Jordan and the 
region's business scene with participants. 

The recent and fast political changes affecting the 
region will undoubtedly have a great impact on business 
and government. Something, the panelists cannot ignore 
and therefore will to speak abouL Their careers, on tbe 
inside of where the action is, should give a valuable 
insight into the possible future prosperity' affecting the 
region. 


will only sensationalize the issue and aim at stirring the emo¬ 
tions of the voters. .. . , . 

In other words, if democracy prevails, the long term national 
interest of the country will not be served. Ironically, this argu¬ 
ment may prove to be right in the near future. 

The possibility of postponing the elections will come as a 
shock to many hopeful candid a t es, some of whom have 
already invested thousands on their pre-election campaign. But 
lei them be assured that their sacrifice has not been wasted and 

in fact it has served the cause of peace. 

When dreamers become realists 

tt If war in the Middle East has made our worst nightmares 
come true during the last four decades, then there is no reason 
why the prospects of peace between Arabs and Jews could not 
tantalize our imagination with images of peaceful co¬ 
existence, economic integration and cultural rebirth. The possi¬ 
bilities are unlimited In fact, what the optimists are doing 
today, on both sides of the shrinking divide, is to dream. One 
such dreamer is Bethlehem Mayor EHas Frey who recently 
told Israeli television that be does not think ttat a trilateral fed¬ 
eration of Jordan, Palestine and Israel is far-fetched. He ts not 
alone in believing that tins project may one day come ahve. 
Proponents of this idea say such a federation will comebyasa 
natural outcome of peace between Israel and the Arabs. They 
add that the federation will turn the three countries mto jne of 
the most dynamic, affluent and influential entities in the Mid¬ 
dle Fast If the unbelievable events of the last few weeks arc 
anything to judge by, today’s dreamers may one day be 
described as visionaries and realists. 
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Israeli Prime Minister Issac Rabin and his Foreign Minister Shimon Peres during a 
three-day Knesset debate started last Tuesday on the recently signed Declaration of 
Principles agreement reached with the Palestinians. The Knesset must ratify the deal 
reached and so far the Labor government has secured their support of only 61 mem¬ 
bers of the Israeli parliament that includes their allies Meeritz and the five Arab and 
communist members. The six-scat-member Shaas , also allies of Labor, are still to make 
up their minds whether they will support the Gaza-Jericho First option. The right-wing 
parties including Likud and most of the religious bloc are against the deal reached and 
promise Labor a rough ride. 
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Peace must be forge 

bet weeir partners 


Thresholds and pedestals 

PEACE BETWEEN Arabs and Israelis opens up potentially great opjportunities and 
horizons for the Arab world. Opportunities that may lead to greater political coopera¬ 
tion, and economic development and ones that may make the And) world a much 
more homogeneous, integrated unit and self-sufficient. However for this to happen 
we must be positive about the coming period and must be courageous enough to take 
steps that we have never taken before. 

One such step is to make peace between the Arabs themselves not only with Israel. 
This is not an impossible task especially after the events of 13 September. We must 
be willing to open a new chapter of inter-Arab relations. 

The Arabs have never known a stable period in their modem history. For the past 
four decades, wars, instability and chaos have brought havoc to this part of the 
world. Israel being planted in Palestine was not the only major reason for this. The 
Arabs have never really woken up from the affects of the Sykes-Picot agreement of 
1916 that dragged them into nation states and split them up ever since. After 1945 
they became even more divided; their divisions manifested themselves in different 
political dogma, in economic inequalities and introverted conspiracy theories. 

But while"the cunent peace accords may have come at one of the lowest periods in 
Arab history, when divisions and hostilities have dominated Arab countries especial¬ 
ly in the wake of the Guff War, nevertheless this period of peace may produce in¬ 
credible challenges for the Arab world. 

That is why Arabs must now be prepared to go ahead, to break yet another psycho¬ 
logical barrier, one that involves not only establishing normal relations with the Is¬ 
raelis but normal fraternal relations between themselves. Palestinian-Israeli peace 
must be seen as a cornerstone, a threshold and a pedestal for the economic, political 
and yes. cultural rejuvenation of the region, where Arabs could cross, and eventually 
remove, borders easily and establish permanent economic, social and political rela¬ 
tions based on the common interests of their people. 

So far this has not happened. Palestinians, Jordanians, Syrians, Lebanese, Iraqis. 
Kuwaitis and Omanis are kept in little geographical pockets, isolated and denied the 
opportunity to interact with one another; having only the Arabic language as a com¬ 
mon denominator and nothing else; Arab identity and culture being only a figment of 
their imagination, a goal that has proven to difficult to attain. 

With the on-going peace procejsj with the Israelis let us also come to terms, with 
ourselves as Arabs.and break the. physical and-psychological ftontiers.tbatlha.YeJlbc 
vided us for so long. - . 

If we are to deal with Israel in peace time, then we must be able to deal with it 
from a united Arab front. The challenge of peace may prove to be more difficult to 
meet than that of war. The next invasion will not come on borne on tanks and mili¬ 
tary jets, but it will be an invasion of ideas and products. We should be prepared to 
deal with that, n 


By Crwon Prince 

Hassan Bin TaLal 

HISTORY IS being made in the 
Middle East. With the 
announcement of the accord 
between Israel and the PLO, 
including their mutual recogni¬ 
tion, the peace process that 
started in Madrid two years ago 
is finally on track. 

The Palestinian question, 
which has always been the core 
of the AraMsraeii conflict, is 
now rightly the focus of negotia¬ 
tion and aspiration. Jordan wel¬ 
comes these developments, hav¬ 
ing played a central part in 
bringing the talks to this stage. 

Now the Palestinian-Israeli 
Declaration of Principles is 
signed, and our agenda with die 
Israelis moves our own talks 
forward. We have delayed our 
announcement for several 
months in the hope of a break¬ 
through of this order. When the 
headlines subside, however, 
very real and substantive ques¬ 
tions will remain. Sober consid¬ 
eration of these questions will 
reveal what must come next for 
the Middle East to take advan¬ 
tage of this historic chance for 
peace. 

The Israeli-Palestinian agree¬ 
ment is an excellent start It 
gives the Palestinians a territo¬ 
rial focus for their national self- 
determination. Elections in the 
Occupied Territories, including 
the Arabs of East Jerusalem, will 
consolidate the PLO's authority 
and legitimacy. It is encouraging 
that the territorial integrity of 
the Occupied Territories—Gaza 
and the West Bank—will be pre¬ 
served as a single unit during the 
interim period. The reaffirma¬ 
tion that the permanent settle¬ 
ment will be based on UN 
Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338 is likewise of great 
significance. 

Aspects of the accord have 
created concern in the Middle 
East, however. Several vital 


Bj&hairi Jaubek J 

IN OUR region, peace has 
arrived finally. Coexistence is to 
replace historic enmity, and con¬ 
flict is to be replaced by conver¬ 
gence. The most difficult part of 
the new situation is the concept 
of change—the changes in per¬ 
spective, aims and objectives. 
The momentous and speedy 
events which brought about the 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement of 
principles, was followed by the 
Israeli-Jordanian agreement on 
the agenda of the negotiations. 

It has left the Palestinian and 
Jordanian people, as well as the 
whole Arab world in a state of 
confusion. It’s understandable, 
even excusable to find the ordi¬ 
nary man in our streets in a stale 
of ambivalence. The mood is 
still fluctuating between accept¬ 
ing the new era and rejecting an 
uncertain future. 

The old rhetoric of liberation 
by force, replaced by an inde¬ 
pendent Palestinian state to be 
established after limited Pales¬ 
tinian self-rule on a small por¬ 
tion of Arab territory has created 
a large gap between aspirations 
and reality. The fact that the 
PLO could rake decisions with¬ 
out any accountability, and the 
recent great events that have 
taken place in the absence of 
Parliament in Jordan, have left 
the field open to all the habitual 
scaremongers, and defunct con¬ 
spiracy theorists to inject their 
poison of the past in the arteries 
of the new era. 

The efforts made by our deci¬ 
sion makers, and those of the 
Palestinian representatives as 
well as the information machin¬ 
ery have been less than adequate 
for a nation that attaches great 
significance on a smile or a 
frown on the face of one official 
or another. Our officials as well 
as the PLO could have faired far 
better, knowing only too well 
the importance our people attach 
to symbolism and gesture; but 
instead contradictions emerged 
between our responsible organs 
of information and the public 
statements of our highest author¬ 
ities. 

Undoubtedly there is resis¬ 
tance in the streets of our coun¬ 
try as well as in the Occupied 
Territories, to the concepts of 
change in relations to Israel and 
emerging Palestinian entity. But 
that is not solely as a result of a 
public mentality that resists 
change, but also, due to the lack 
of effort on the part of the 
authorities for details and in its 
ability to transmit the informa¬ 
tion correctly. It is simply not 
enough to make statements of 
intent by our Government, But it 
is equally important to show that 
our people in authority are actu- 


questions—the .final status of all 
the Occupied Territories includ¬ 
ing Jerusalem, comprehensive 
regional peace and security, set¬ 
tlements and refugees—have yet 
to be addressed. The role of 
neighboring states in determin¬ 
ing issues with regional implica¬ 
tions is likewise unclear. Fears 
that these questions will remain 
unanswered, coupled with politi¬ 
cal schisms throughout the 
region, may jeopardise the 
arrangement Extremists on all 
sides will seek to impede its exe¬ 
cution. Should they succeed the 
Middle East will be plunged 
once more not conflict, threaten¬ 
ing security across the region 
and beyond. Amid our new 
hopes, we must not lose sight of 
issues; but neither should they 
prejudice a fresh and much- 
needed stimulus to the search 
for peace. 

The peace process must be 
seen as a whole. Palestinian 
interim self-government is a step 
towards a final status which, in 
turn, would allow the Palestini¬ 
ans Co be active partnets in 
regional security and co¬ 
operation arrangements. For just 
as the problems of the contem¬ 
porary Middle East are cross- 
border and interconnected, so 
must the solutions be informed 
by a transnational and holistic 
methodology. The second, and 
ultimately more far-reaching, 
component of the peace process, 
the multilateral talks, provides a 
broad framework, for this 
enterprise. 

The five working groups of 
those talks — arms control and 
regional security; refugees; eco¬ 
nomic development; water, the 
environment-—bring to mind the 
four baskets of die Helsinki pro¬ 
cess, the Conference on Security 
and Co-operation in Europe. 
Low-key regional forums, at 
which the political, economic, 
cultural and legal aspects of 
security are discussed in a glo¬ 
balized idiom, can help to pre- 
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vent _ apd 
resolve conflict, 
by i firawnatrog 
areas of shared 
interest and 
concern. For 
this reason we 
have Jong 
called for .-a 
Helsinki pro¬ 
cess—a confer¬ 
ence on secur¬ 
ity and co¬ 
operation —for 
doe Middle 
East. 

Of para¬ 
mount -impor¬ 
tance is the 
human dimen¬ 
sion of secur¬ 
ity. If the 
accord and 
whatever 
arrangements ' 
follow are to ^ 
succeed on the ground, the dis¬ 
parities and distortions created 
by half a century of conflict 
must be eli minated . Peace must 
be forged between partners; and 
the relationship that exists 
between Israel and the Occupied 
Territories is not one of partner¬ 
ship, but of hegemony. What¬ 
ever the nature of an entity that 
emerges in tile Occupied Territo¬ 
ries, it should not be subject to a 
single set of incentives, but be 
part of a wider regional frame¬ 
work. Jordan is willing and able 
to play ..a pWotalrolemthis 
regard. 

The whole Middle East must 
be able to enjoy the peace divi¬ 
dend, Without a visible develop¬ 
mental commitment from " the 
internatio nal co mmunity and the' 
region itself, agreements made at 
the negotiating table are unlikely 
to stick. Bilateral aid. character¬ 
ised by equity and symmetry are 
thus essentiaL 

One tiling is painfully clean 
present economic conditions in 
tiie middle East do not favour 
peace. Rather, they favour radi¬ 




cal expressions of discontent, 
fuelling rejectiomsm and further 
violence. If the Middle East is to 
grasp this opportunity,- it must 
eiyoy the lull support of the 
international community.. 

Only through regional trade 
can self-sufficient •• economies 
develop. Only through their 
development can democratic 
structure take root, enhancing 
the stability and security of alL 
A free-trade zone across the 
Middle East, permitting the free 
movement of labour, goods, cap¬ 
ital and services, would repre¬ 
sent a substantia! step in this 
direction, -allowing the region to 
play a more creative role in the 
world economy. 

Such a positive step would 
provide the impetus' for a new 
relationship of hope in the Mid- 
dte-East, underpinned by a 
viable regional ethic. Various 
other proposals to this end merit 
attention..-The establishment of 
regional bodies to ensure equity 
in resource-related areas such as 
energy raid water is essentia!. 
Local sustainable .development 
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process, 


ally convinced 
in the nature of 
the statements 
they make. 

The people in 
Jordan cannot 
be blamed for 
their ambiva¬ 
lent attitude 
towards the 
recent develop¬ 
ment in the 
peace process, 
because they 
are confused 
by the reality 
and appearance 
of the events 
unfolding in 
front of their 
eyes. 

The change 
in tiie machin¬ 
ery of decision 
making has to 
be compatible 
with the recent 
developments, Palestinians on 
the flow of 
information 

has to be speedy and accurate in 
order to undercut the unofficial 
rumors of semi-credible sources. 
The responsibility of informa¬ 
tion is detrimental for the stabil¬ 
ity of our system and the secur¬ 
ity of our populace. 

Their is another type of resisr- 
tance to the peace initiative 
coming from the ideological 
camp of rejection. It is most nat¬ 
ural to hear voices from this - 
quarter rejecting the Arab-Israeli- 
peace negotiations, for the sim¬ 
ple reason that, they will loose 
all factors justifying their exis¬ 
tence in a state of peaceful coex^ 
istence. When the ideology of 
racism and hate is replaced by' 
co-operation and co-habitation, . 
the trumpets of doom, gloom : 
and hatred will seize to exist and 
with it the last remains of die 
echoes of a bygone age. • 

We see in front of our eyes the 
demise of the ideological dog- -. 
mas and the strait- jackets of 

political hopelessness, the raison ■. 

detre of all such groupings. To 
hang on the political arena with 
(he last grips of fingernails is an 
indication that the ijectionists of 



the road to statehood 

peace are merely delaying die 
eventual collapse of their illu¬ 
sions, of rift they do not adapt to 
the new circumstances, they will 
fade away in- the history books 
like many before who started 
their path by rebellion and could 
not adapt to statesmanship" 

Their is nothing to fear from 
this department as. nature will 
take its course eventually. The 
details, of the Israeli-Palestinian 
deal and the agenda fib be dis^ 
mossed by Israel and Jordan are 
public information now and; 


We see in front of our 
eyes the demise of the ’ 
ideological dogmas 
arid die strait-jackets *, 
of political 
hopelessness*. ■■■, 


there is nothing to .create aay 
suspicion for both foe Jordanians, 
and Palestinians neither in form- 
nor in content 

However, although it Is often 


declared by the Jordanian 
authorities that the: future of the 
Palestinian-Jordanian political 
relations is-stiU premature to <fis- 
cuss, bne would like to raise few 
points that may necessitate an 
alteration, of views regarding this 
issue. .. V - 

-=. Mr Arafat m his recent infer- 
. . views have taken the opportu¬ 
nity to declare that die future 
. aim of tiie emerging Palestinian 
• entity is a confederation.; with 
Jordan. Tbe^ Jprcfanian .view is 
very clear as declared by His 
Majesty King Hussehi and reit¬ 
erated. by His Rbyal Highness 
Crown PrinceHassan. that such 
an issue will be discussed only 
when an independent Palestinian 
stare emergesandifthe two peo¬ 
ple in both <xmntries fmd this 
proposition desirable-. 

'.But with the speedy develop¬ 
ments on the peace arena and the 
form andcontent of the IsraeD- 
patestimari deaL one finds the 
Joidaxuan3sniefi agenda closely, 
related ' to - foe. Palestinian 
question..-. ... 

_ The Jordanian question of bor- 
dera Is closely related of bonders 
and water are also, .very closely 
related to issues that foe Palestin¬ 
ian entity is concerned with; 

* .other, issues concern tire right of 
'Palestmiaij refugees; compensa¬ 
tion, and '.various security prob¬ 
lems. The" only pureyjadaniari 

concern, however concerris-teni-. 
tones occupied on. foe east of the 
river.Jordan] ~- "* 

:' Itisratber^eariy abdeven dan-' 
geroos to disciiss confoderation 
with-Gaza, and Jericho, but one 
wouli tope-tirat coordination at 
-foe iughe& Ievel .win be taking 
place- "between > Jordanian' and 
Palestinian officials.' Although 
foe;' ' Palestinian- *- leadership, 
- seemed - to : have; reached its 
objectives witfcttf'die -desired 
cooperation with Jordan and . foe' 
otter 'Arab; bcqthexSr -foe fact 
remains that, tte-Wtete'objective 
of everyone on tbenegofuaions 
bble.ispeace7 • - / 

r-The Palestinian solo decision 
^ created someftictibn ia the' 
-various Arab quartets' with not- 
wjfooufgood reason I fbrJordan 
has provided the umbrella for foe 


programs, which wmOd igp te 

Manmtee a fimme for a& dmto 
be supported ktegiwkJta* 
sinking fond and a for 
Middle East Recoostnic tiooand 

development would promote - 

open financial practices andgive 
finn foundations to aH economic^ 
affairs. A commitment fo-wms.. 
control from the purchasers and 
suppliers of weaponry woald 
fore funds - for ' foe* vital 
initiatives-. 

For, in base, many of foe ptote 
lems of the Middle Ease exfct 
because the climate of upce* 
tainty and conflict has forced the 
diversion of funds awayfrom 
long-term; development and imo 1 
the military. lit no Middle Fist- - 
eni country does expeudrarre bn 
health even approach military 
budgets. In a Middle East stabi¬ 
lized by a negotiated peace and 
upheld by structures of collective 
security and co-operation.... the 
resources of the region could at 
last be channeled into building 
the social and economic founda- 4 
tions of peace. As the experience 
of Europe has caught us, there 
are the surest foundations of alL 

It is our hope that Europe's 
example will inspire the Middle 
East to take further bold steps 
towards comprehensive regional 
peace, the PLO-Israel break¬ 
through is but the beginning of 
what can be achieved. With foe 
accord signed, Jordan looks for¬ 
ward to real progress on' all 
fronts, beginning with our own. 
We believe that the course and 
vision shown by Arab and Israeli 
negotiators will be matched by 
foe implementation of progres¬ 
sive proposals on the ground.. - -' 

, The evolution of such ideas 
will directly determine the shape 
of our common future. Jordan 
has a leading role in their devel¬ 
opment. just as it plays a key 
part in negotiating the steep but . 
sacred path to peace. ■ 

The Independent 


- .Pakstiniaa. delegatiortfand they 
f with bufS^Hansjand Leb- 

- anese brothers refused to reach a 
separate agreement. 

However, it is time to move’ 

. ahead from those insignificant 
difficulties when one compares 
them with the awesome task that 
lies ahead. After all the objective. 
of everyone is peace and reach¬ 
ing that target by anyone espe¬ 
cially the Palestinian people is an 
achievement in itself. 

•The fact that Jordan has also a 
responsibility over Jerusalem 
makes it even more important to 
start to liaison seriously and 
quickly with the PLO. The legal 
status of the residents of the j. 
West Bank has to be sorted ouf^ 
between the Jordanian govern¬ 
ment and the PLO; for foe resi¬ 
dents of the West Bank are Jor¬ 
danian citizens and will remain 
the responsibility of the Jorda¬ 
nian government unless of 
course^ a kind of arrangement is 
reached. There is no difference 
between the citizens of the 
Occupied Territories and those 
who five anywhere else carrying 
Jordanian passports. 

This is a very important ques¬ 
tion which has to be resolved as 
soon . as possible in order to 
cement both independent identi¬ 
ties, otherwise tiie notion of a 
Palestinian-entity will remain an 
appendage of Jordan, and the 
. responsibility over the Occupied 4 
Territories will transferred to 
Jordan by default. 

There, is foe question of 
finance and financial aid and 
support from the various quar¬ 
ters that have undertaken to sup¬ 
port the emerging Palestinian 

- entity:-Undoubtedly foe ultimate 
responsibility in that .department 
*?. PLOs. Nevertheless the 
standing committees overs eeing 

the implementation of tite finan- 
c^ amngen»nts ought to be 

- Palestinian-Jordanian • without 
foe. interference of IsraeL The 

„ fact remains that the .Occupied 
Territories are not members of^ 

. the-IMFnar of the World Bank: * 
^Because such institutions deal. 

• ;wifo^Sovereign governments and 

- not .with de facto ones,'the role 
of fte^ Jordanian Government 

’ pwomes a.vexy important one as 
jomt committees emerge to han- 
■ die .foe financial arrange-. 
-^ ots o f foe self-rule territories... 

-The future prosperity !*od 
progress-of foe Palestinian jind 
•Jordanian people'makes ail foe 
imperative to start cry 
«dimting on the highest, levels 
and at the earliest opportunity's! 
order to create the proper ataos- 
ptere in-which peace and staM- 
itycanendure.il 

T>r Kbairi Janbek is a hfitov 
tan anda regular contributor 
toTheStar. -:\T 
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How safe areas 


Bosnia 

survive the mins of war 


Middle East Beat 

by Khairi Janbek 


If the West finally concedes to the division of Bosnia and the collapse of Sarajevo, 

Bihac will be little more than a Muslim Bantustan. 


By Ben Cohen 


THROUGHOUT THE war in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, which 
erupted in April 1992, attention 
has focused largely on events in 
the east and centre of the repub¬ 
lic, as well as in the capital, 
Sarajevo. 

Comparatively little notice has 
been paid to the north-west of 
the country, which has remained 
solidly under Bosnian govern¬ 
ment control. With the town of 
Bihac at its heart, the region, 
known as Ca^netra Krajina, has 
survived repeated Serbian 
attempts to conquer it And 
should the ethnically divided 
map of the republic ever be 
agreed upon, it will be designed 
as "Muslim territory." 

Cazinska Krajina is bordered 
to the north and west by the 
"Republic of Serbian Krajina" in 
occupied Croatia, and to the 
south and east by Bosnian Serb 
forces. Visitors coming in pass 
through Serb, Croat and Bosnian 
checkpoints in quick succession. 
Once inside, there is a striking 
feeling of tranquility. 

Declared a United Nations 
Safe Area on May 6, Bihac has 
lived up to the name more than 
any of the other five so-called 
UN protected zones. In Velika 
Kladusa, the first town across 
the border people sit in cafes 
and laze around in the evening 
sun. Bihac has not had to bear 
the kind of siege that the citi¬ 
zens of Sarajevo have suffered. 
Nor has it witnessed the same 
level of atrocities which Serb 
forces have committed in Serba- 
nia, Cerska, Zepa, Gorazde, 
Banja Luka and elsewhere in 
Bosnia. 

Much of central Bihac, the 
main town of the region, was 
also wrecked during the intense 
bombardment that began in June 
1992 and ended in May this 
year. But for the 300,000 inhabi¬ 


tants of Cazinska Krajina, 
50,000 of whom live in Bihac, 
there is now little danger of 
being hit by a sniper's bullet and 
starvation does not lie around 
the comer. Convoys of aid, 
driven by the UNHCR and by 
the French UN contingent, rum¬ 
ble through the area on a regular 
basis, and people are already 
stockpiling wood to bum during 
the freezing winter months. 

There are two key factors 
involved in the survival of 
Bihac. First there if Fikret 
Abdic, a member of the Bosnian 
collective presidency and a suc¬ 
cessful entre p reneur who built 
up the Agrokomerc food 
company. 

In 1987, Abdic was jailed by 
the Yugoslav authorities on cor¬ 
ruption charges. Yet emerging 
from prison in time for the rise 
of Bosnian nationalism, Abdic, 
known locally as Bobo, or 
"daddy”, became a leader of the 
Muslim Party of Democratic 
Action (SSD). During the elec¬ 
tions for the Bosnian presidency 
in 1990, Abdic received the 
most votes. Cazinska Krajina 
was his power base. 

He is widely credited as being 
the man who has maintained the 
circulation of food and money in 
the area. There was recent spec¬ 
ulation that he would openly 
challenge President Aiija Izetbe- 
govic for the Bosnian leader¬ 
ship. However, another scandal 
has recently been thrown at him 
by, among others, the Austrian 
government. The allegation is 
that Abdic has been profiteering 
from humanitarian aid 
donations. 

Yet 21 year old Nedzara, 
whose pharmacy studies at Sar¬ 
ajevo University were disrupted 
by the war, is able to forgive. 
"Rkret (Abdic) may profit," she 
says, referring to the rampant 
black market in the area, "but at 
least we profit too.” 


Bosnia: the partition plan 
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The second factor in Bihac's 
survival is the Fifth Corps of the 
Bosnian army, under the com¬ 
mand of Ramiz Drekovic, a 
handsome, boisterous man from 
the predo minantl y Muslim Sand- 
zak region of Serbia. Allied to 
the local Croatian Defence 
Council (HVO), and numbering 
about 30,000 troops, the Fifth 
Corps has managed to hold back 


the roughly 60.000 Serbian 
troops surrounding Cazinska 
Krajina. 

Drekovic. a former Yugoslav 
army officer, prides himself on 
having organised a proper army. 
All his soldiers wear uniforms 
and jump to attention when he 
strides past. Their weapons are 
drawn from Yugoslav army 
stockpiles, but are by no means 


Zaki Naguib Mahmoud 

TfeTriumpli ef the rational 


By Add Darwish 

ZAKI NAGUIB Mahmoud 
who died last week was one of 
the greatest scholars of philoso¬ 
phy in modern Egypt and stood 
up as a representative of the 
country's inter-war era of 
enlightenmeat against the mili¬ 
tary nationalist onslaught of the 
1950s and the present tide of 
Islamic fundamentalism. 

Mahmoud's crusade far the 
triumph of the rational over the 
mystical and metaphysical, 
detailed in 47 books, 10 transla¬ 
tions and thousands of press 
columns, was spread over six 
decades. 

Known by the followers of 
bis Logical Positivist school as 
the Bertrand Russel of Egypt, 
Mahmoud climbed down from 
his ivory tower over 30 years 
ago, and began to look outside 
his natural habitat of academia 
to preach his ideas of Western 
liberalism to a wider readership 
in newspapers. 

Mahmoud was very proud of 
his birthplace, the village of 
Meit-el-Khouli, near Dammitta, 
whose inhabitants had captured 
King Lois IX in 1250. He 
moved with his father, an 
accountant with the Anglo- 
Egyprian Administration, to 
Khartoum in 1914, where he 
studied in Gordon College for 
five years before retur n i n g to 
Cairo. 

According to Mahmoud s 
own account, the 1919 nation¬ 
alist revolution—led by the 
Egyptian middle class against 
British dominance and military 
presence—"hit the Egyptian 
soil with Moses' rod to release 
more than political freedom. A 
new intellectual freedom pro¬ 
duced a movement for enlight¬ 
enment whose leaders included 
Abbas El Aquad, Ahmad Amin 
and Taha Hussein, the founder 
of secular education in Egypt, 
and all of them the young Mah¬ 
moud's mentors. 

But Mahmoud differed from 
them in his attitude to the state, 
an attitude which mystified 
many. In the late 1950s, he 
made an unexpected division 
from his declared EgW*®* 1 ® 
path into the pursuit of Arab 
cultural identity" which he later 
admitted to be false. fjjj* 
believe it was a ploy of Man- 
moud's to survive Gamal Atxwi 
Nasser's Stalin-like purges of 
intellectuals. Mahmoud's idols 
of the 1920s and his contempo¬ 
raries of die 1930s, such as 
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Tawfk El Hakim, 

Dr Hussein Fawzi, 
and the Nobel 
prize-winner 
Naguib Mahfbuz— 
the only one still 
alive among the 
group—remained 
the bearers of die 
torch of Egyptian 
culture, fiercely 
defending the 
nation's Egyptian- 
ism and its peculiar 
Nilotic character 
when the majority 
of intellectuals jus¬ 
tified Nasser's 
attempts to obscure 
the nation's heri¬ 
tage and impose an 

^But^Mahmoud's Zaki Naguib Mahmoud: The Bertrand 
stance guaranteed Russel of Egypt 
the survival of his 
monthly journal AJ 

Filer Al Muasser as a platform paedic works including The 
for free-thinkers whose ideas History of Creek Philosophy 
protected a considerable stra- (1934), The History of World 


Western-orientated in his philosophy and 
writings , which called for liberty and 
freedom for the individual—especially in 
his books Sunrise From The West (1961) 
and Self Tale (1965 )— Mahmoud was 
attacked as an agent of Western 
imperialism by Nasser's allies 
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turn of the nations collective Literature (1935) and The His- 
memory from the literary toryofWodd Arts {194S) 
onslaught of the Winston Mahmouds best-known 

Smiths of Nasser's . 

totali tarianism. 

Mahmoud's early articles 

were published in 1926, while riiT 

be was still a student at the Uni- . Z? 

varsity of King Fuad (later ■***?■- 

Cairo University), in the 

Weekly Herald, edited by the 

Fabian (a British social move- ftl) yh _____ 

merit) Salama Mousa. a close A A 

friend of George' Bernard ||L_ _J|§ Jordans 

Shaw's. In 1930 Mahmoud and CUitll 

hgrame a fellow in tihe philoso¬ 
phy department—which he __ _ 
later heeded for 30 years. He 
also studied at University Col- W W g i.i. 
lege London in 1944 and com¬ 
pleted his PhD at King's Col- A nni 

lege in 1947. In the 1930s he _ **-r¥*‘ 

wrote, along with Mahfouz, in The EdltOT\ POi 

the prestigious journal Al Rissa- 

lah (The Message) and he co- rOSt L,Ot 

authored a number of encyclo- ^—. 


books. Logical Positivism 
(1952) and The Muyth of Meta¬ 
physics (1953), were the foun¬ 
dation fbr a new school in phi¬ 
losophy and criticism which 
helped modem Egyptian schol¬ 
ars in their fight against meta¬ 
physical concepts imposed by 
the powerful religious estab¬ 
lishment He wrote several 
books arguing this line, such as 
The Idiot's Paradise (1947) and 
Before the Revolution (1954), 
and also edited Culture , the 
leading literary journal in 
Egypt 

He spent two years—1953 
and 1954—lecturing in Islamic 
and Greek Philosophy in Co¬ 
lombia University, then re¬ 
turned to the philosophy depart¬ 
ment in Cairo. Western- 
orientated in his philosophy and 
writings, which called for liber¬ 
ty and freedom for the individu¬ 
al—especially in his books .Sun¬ 
rise From The West (1961) and 
Self Tale (1965)— Mahmoud 
was attacked as an agent of 
Western imperialism by Nas¬ 
ser's allies. 

Like Mahfooz, Mahmoud 
supported the late President 
Anwar al Sadat's peace with 
Israel which resulted in Arab 
countries banning his books. 
Despite suffering from diabetes 
in the past 10 years, he chal¬ 
lenged Islamic television evan¬ 
gelists who led fundamentalists 
to cast him as an apostate, and 
issued a fatwa against him. 

He kept tie pledge he made 
in his book The Harvest of The 
Year (1991) that it would be his 
last work. ■ 
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sufficient 

A tank and a few armored 
personnel carriers have been 
seized from Serb forces. Addi¬ 
tionally, there is a munitions 
factory in Bihac which keqps 
the troops on the front line sup¬ 
plied. "People here have great 
respect for Drekovic," says 
Enko, a local cafe owner. ”He 
created the Fifth Corps. He's a 
real leader and a good soldier.” 

Pride m the endurance of 
Bihac goes back to World War 
Two, when the local partisan 
unit was one of the most accom¬ 
plished in Yugoslavia. 

Bjub Topic, President of the 
Bihac Regional Assembly, 
believes that Bihac can set an 
example for the rest of Bosnia, 
especially in terms of good rela¬ 
tions between Croats and Mus¬ 
lims, which have completely 
disintegrated in central Bosnia. 

The area produces one third 
of the total food requirement, 
with the UNHCR and the con¬ 
voys driven by the French UN 
battalion providing the other 
two thirds. The economy is also 
boosted by the roughly 15,000 
Bosnian workers from the area 
who send remittances from 
abroad. 

Topic is keen to point out the 
secularism of the Bihac Mus¬ 
lims. ”1 used to go to see my 
uncle in Zepce (a town in east¬ 
ern Bosnia),” he says "and be 
used to get angry with me for 
not going to mosque. Here, 
religion is a completely private 

affair ." 

Although Topic scoffs at the 
notion that the Sarajevo govern¬ 
ment is bent on bringing Islamic 
radicalism to Bosnia, he is keen 
to point ont the secularism of 
Bihac's Muslim. "As the west¬ 
ernmost area of Bosnia, we look 
towards Europe," Topic says. 
"There is a different culture and 
different mentality here." 

Commandant Drekovic also 


Lebanon's 
media* 
Anarchy or 
democracy? 

Continued from 
last page 

programs. 

He said that "We have 
not become bankrupted 
like other political radio 
stations, neither did we 
become a low profile com¬ 
mercial medium. We are 
self-sufficient financially 
and competitive according 
to the standards of our 
work." 

Generally, this view is 
not supported. Eighty per¬ 
cent of the media in Leba¬ 
non are commercially 
oriented, according to Mr 
Darweish Hubu, director of 
the People's Voice Radio, 
the nation's number one 
station, which is backed by 
the Lebanese Communist 
Party. He said only 20 per¬ 
cent of the media, namely 
radio and television, serve 
the elite and the intellectu¬ 
als. They in turn see the 
expansion of the media 
market as the result of 
anarchy and not as a result 
of democracy. 

"War didn't only kill peo¬ 
ple and destroyed our cities 
and villages, but it also 
demolished the Lebanese 
infrastructure and created a 
new reality with new 
needs. Radical political 
parties, religious groups 
and independent institu¬ 
tions took responsibility in 
producing culture. The 
quality was destroyed 
while quantity became 
obsession," said Mr 
Abeedo Basha, actor- 
director and the editor of 
the cultural section of Al 
Sq/ir daily, and a theater 
critic who enjoys wide 
Arab acc lai m 
"We live in a period of 
ideological crisis. Our 
objective is to cancel the 
role of the human being. 
Democracy in Lebanon 
means that you can be 
killed any time for the most 
trivial ieasom-~El^^ 
water, food, and freedom 
of media mean that people 
can do what they want 
What is left out of all this.- 
nothing, but darkness,” 
said Ziyad Rahbani, die 
Lebanese contemporary 
composer actor-director 

*nd playwright. ■ 


makes the same point. Watching 
Croatian TV a: his headquarters, 
he sneers at a report about the 
seizure of an arms cache des¬ 
tined for Bosnian forces, which 
features a close up of an Iraqi 
passport, adding: This is just 
Croatian propaganda about 
fundamentalism." 

Drekovic, meanwhile, is a 
forceful advocate of a unitary 
Bosnia. At an impressive mili¬ 
tary rally in Velifa. Kladusa on 
the first anniversary of the for¬ 
mation of the Fifth Corps on 
August 17.1992, he told the 
assembled troops that "the Serb 
fascists are committing genocide 
against the Muslim people, bur 
we are not fighting for our faith. 
Our goal must be a united Bos¬ 
nia which protects the rights of 
all its constituent nations." 

Despite the fact that President 
Izetbegovics' portrait hangs in 
official buildings, people do crit¬ 
icize Mm. According to Topic, 
the government has failed to get 
its act together They fly around 
the world going to conferences 
but they have not put any infra¬ 
structure on the ground.” Abdic. 
be says, is a man who cares 
about practicalities, unlike the 
"more spiritual" Izetbegovic. 
"Fikret thunks ten years ahead.” 

Not everybody' agrees. Akif, 
Bosnian soldier and Izetbegovic 
loyalist who has fought on 
Mount Igman, which overlooks 
Sarajevo, declares that "Fikret 
Abdic has sold out Bosnia for 
the sake of some tinned goods," 
Akif thinks that Abdic would 
willingly accept division in order 
to stabilize his position in Bihac. 
His view is echoed by Bosnian 
activists and politicians in Sara¬ 
jevo and abroad. The man is 
really a criminal.” says Adli Zul- 
fikarpasic, leader of the opposi¬ 
tion Bosnian Liberal Party and 
head of the Zurich-based Bos¬ 
nian Institute. 

Fbr all of the persistence of 
Bihac and its citizens, and the 
ranging arguments about Fikret 
Abdic, the area remains under 
the watchful eye of the Seths. 
Fbr the time being, calm pre¬ 
vails. Yet if the West finally con¬ 
cedes ta-the^division of BasHzq^i'. 
and the collapse of Sarajevo, 
Bihac will be little more than a 
Muslim Bantustan. Topic says 
that Sarajevo is the bead of the 
snake which Serb forces arc Hy¬ 
ing to kill. Without a country, 
Bihac and the Cazinska Krajina 
region will die. ■ 

Ben Cohen is a London-based 
journalist who has been writ¬ 
ing and broadcasting on the 
war in the former Yugoslavia 
since the conflict began in 
1991. 
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M The race between Hamas and PLO to convince the Arab 
world the correctness of their imerpre^don of the Palestinian 
cause has started in earnest. The Hamas deputation has arrived 
in Syria after visiting Yemen and Sudan. The public response 
has been successful according to the Hamas spokesmen, but 
one is always cautious when one hears such statements, espe¬ 
cially if they are compared them to the realities of the situation: 
especially since those countries have not in any way indicated 
their disfavor to the right of the Palestinian people taking their 
own decisions. The Syrians, who are part of the peace process 
have always declared the openness of their position regarding 
the support of the PLO as the sole representative of the Pales¬ 
tinian people, and have the right to determine the destiny of the 
Palestinians. 

For Sudan, the situation is as difficult as can be imagined by 
all Arabs including those of Hamas. A country torn'by civil 
war, greatly dependent on international aid and put on the 
absurd US list of terrorism, it is not in a position to oppose or 
support any (Palestinian) factions but rather use the occasion in 
order to return to what one can term as international respecta¬ 
bility. In any case, the American carrot is out for grabs as far as 
Sudan is concerned, for Mr Clinton has been recently in talks 
with ex-President Carter regarding the injustice of the USA 
position regarding Sudan. What Hamas can expea from Sudan 
is perhaps plenty of sympathy, and very little else. 

In Yemen, the situation is not that different when it conies to 
supporting Hamas. It is a well known fact that relations 
between Yemen and the neighboring rich Gulf states is on the 
mend. Since all the Gulf stales have already given their explicit 
as well as implicit support to the Gaza-Jericho option, it is very 
hard to see Yemen deviating from the political and more impor¬ 
tantly. the economic line drawn by the Gulf states. 

Where would all this leave Hamas ? The two remaining 
options are clear, Libya and Iran. For a start our Libyan broth¬ 
ers are the most prone to bare the Western wrath only second to 
Iraq. A country embargoed by the international community and 
accused of harboring the terrorists of Lockerbie. Libya does not 
really need more crosses to bare in the name of anything—here 
words will be in abundance but nothing more. Libya does need 
desperately the help and mediation of Egypt, as a life line to the 
outside world. To assume that Colonel Qaddhafi will jeopardise 
this arrangement for the sake of Hamas, and annoy Egypt the 
main player of the Middle East peace process, is nothing more 
than an act of lunacy. Consequently in Libyas’ case the 
response of Colonel Qaddhafi remains unpredictable at best, as 
is for Iran, which is emerging as the main power in the region 
.for th.e Islamic Republics of the ex-Soviet Union. It has enough 
■^kriftlWhS with" thfc: War on its borders bemwn'Armenia and 
Azerbeijan, and competing heavily with Turkey as a main cen¬ 
ter of power in the region. It will not be distraaed from the 
objectives of playing the game of the new world order, so it is 
doubtful whether even rhetoric is available in this case. 

So why does Hamas want to disrupt the peaceful transition to 
a Palestinian state? It is very clear that this movement does 
command much support in the Occupied Territories as well as 
outside. To conclude otherwise is a rather dangerous proposi¬ 
tion that puts sectarian and marginal causes above the national 
interest of the majority. Hamas has to adapt to the near circum¬ 
stances and proceed in defending its beliefs in the democratic 
manner that one hopes will be die ideal principle of the Pales¬ 
tinian state. Rather than compete with the PLO, and try to 
embarrass President Arafat why not complement the PLO and 
share in the power of Palestinian decision making rather than 
patronize it or even attempt to steal it 
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Doing business at the great marketplace of US travel industry 

Let's Pow Wow! 


By Osama El Sherif 
Star Siaff Writer 

ITS AMAZING how ^ 
great ideas bud from '--fl. 
simple and practical \\ 

ones. But that is CLJ^ 
exactly how the 
Annual Discover 
America International 
Pow Wow started 25 years 
ago. < 

In June 1968. US travel < 
industry representatives met 
with European tour operators 
in Brussels to discuss ways to 
promote and expand US- 
bound tourism traveL From 1 
then onwards, the travel and ' 
tour operators of the United 
States decided to hold an 
annual marketplace—which 

soon became the largest of its 
kind in the world—where sup¬ 
pliers and producers meet under 
one umbrella to promote this 
multi-billion dollar industry. 

Since then the annual event 
has taken a more institutional¬ 
ized base; expanding every 
year to include more booths 
and more delegates from both 
the United States and other 
countries of the world. The 
Travel Industry Association of 
America tTIA), a non profit 
association based in Washington 
DC. coordinates the activities of 
many groups who every year put 
the Pow Wow together. The 


every minute throughout the 
event, while related events keep 
the delegate abreast with 
latest developments in 
Q their industry. In addi- 
7\ non, a number of enter- 
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Discover America International 
Pow Wow Planning Committee 
establishes and monitors the 
rules and regulations governing 
Pow Wow policies. 

Every year. US cities compete 
to host the Pow Wow because of 
the kind of unique promotion it 
offers to the state and the city 
where it is held. 

In short, the Pow Wow has 
become a showcase, providing 
business opportunities, where 
millions of dollars are 
exchanged in terms of contracts 


tainment events highlight the 
special qualities of the host city. 

In New Orleans. Louisiana, 
where this year's Pow Wow was 
held in May, it was the mysti¬ 
cism of the mighty Mississippi, 
river boats, ethnic foods, 
jazz music, nightlife in the 

attractions or this cn&rming 
multi-ethnic city. 

In its 25 years, Pow Wow, 
an Indian gathering call, has 
been held in 20 cities across the 
United States. 

Like all great ideas, there is 
always room for innovation. 
This year's Pow Wow marked 
its silver jubilee. This brought a 
record number of delegates, 
about 6000, who literally occu¬ 
pied New Orleans for five 
action-filled days. 

The Star was among many 
foreign publications invited to 
attend this unique celebration. 
From Jordan, Ambassador Ser¬ 
vice Co, general sales agents for 


Delta Air Lines, were among 
the important foreign partici¬ 
pants. who were also membm 
of the International Selection 
Committee. It is easy to see 
how much the organizers, the 
Travel Industry Association of 
America, have gone through to 
make this event a success. 

The city of New Orleans, 
along with such corporate 
giants such AT&T, Delta Air¬ 
lines, VISA. US Air, American 
Airlines, American Express and 
Holiday Inn, teamed up with 
local hotels such at the Hayat 
Regency, the Hilton, Royal 
Sonesta, the Marriott and Le 
Meridien to make this event a 
- success in every sense;. ,. 


Travel suppliers from all over 
the United States went into fren¬ 
zied selling and buying in the 
convention center's exhibit JialL 
From the Northwest to the South 
to the Great Lakes Country, to 
the Frontier West and the Atlan¬ 
tic Islands, representatives did 
business; selling packages for 
hotels, resorts, theme parks, 
buying travel, car rentals, air¬ 
lines, telephone cards and other 
deals, concluding contracts, 
exchanging information, and 
getting to know one another. 

Everything that has to do with 
the tourism and travel business 
in the United States was there. 
Travel agents from all over the 
world where there and it took 
only few minutes for every one 
to Pow Wow. It surely is the 
greatest marketplace for die 
tourism and travel industry in 
the world. 

One of the most exciting 
events during the Pow Wow was 
the New Orleans March Grass 
Extravaganza, hosted by Delta 
Air Lines and Greater New 
Orleans Tourist and Convention 
Commission. The legendary fes¬ 
tival was put together, especially 
for the Pow Wow participants, 
in the Louisiana Superdome. It 
was a superstar entertainment 
with jazz music at its best, with 
Creole cuisine as it should be 
and with fim and gaiety all 
around. The Mardi Grass parade 
itself came alive with maskeri 
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Inter-Continental introduces 
new rewards for business 

Haveners the federal 

vSuSSdSbraiefe when staying at participating Inter-Conon«?cd 

research program, and the success of an options-style program the 
United States, Global Business Options offers the most popular 
2gl£!n^5SUnedhy-fiegrem haveUers. CgDsequenay 
Global Business Options reflects the changing needs ana expecta- , 
tjons of the 1990s business traveller, affordabdity. value for; -money. 

ar> GlobaJ ) Busin^ r ^tions offers quality - 

International accommodation at a SjSJj: 

sentine substantial savings off published rates ana includes double 
occupancy at no additional charge) plus the choice of one amenity* 

up^eto^^or or one bedroom suite-^onfirmedatthe 

^dS^iine mileage or points from particiMting to 
which include AmeriSn^frlines, /uistrian 

KLM, Malaysian, SAS, Singapore, Swissair, Umted Airlines, VIrgiB- 

Atlantic and, from 1 October, TWA ■ i-j 

re a S25 per day credit on food aod beverage (inclufin&mini bat)j 
ort^ff^r^phonertax. A $15 credit is applicable *. all- 

R S*£diSl hotels will also offer their own almnaflvesnA is a. 
selected gift from Tiffany & Co when saying m London and fme 

Wi ?£™“ y until31 January im.Gnesachoosmgro 
nafXKirianEipms. card will be giverra-cert^neMr v 
dtog diem to one additional option when next saying at an rnter- 

initiative. Anthony Liddi- 
ar^^ffidSnrof Sales and Marketing for 
Hotels Middle East and Africa, said: 
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f - suecess in every acuacr. .. revelers ana uo 

^“.-(peiegates haRfrthe 'chonce’jo 'f'ioiSmemarch. ... 

f listen to keynote speeches Itwas then that the spirit of 

Ernest N. Memorial Convention New Orleans took over the 
; Center, a huge state-of-the-art , It was a night to 
I multi-purpose convention V • 

' building, delivered by the 

. industry's main players like 

Mr Roger Ballou, president 
5 of the Travel and Travel 

a Services Group of American 

Express. Mr Edward Book, 

* president Travel Industry Asso- . , 

. ciation of America and Mr Next yeai ^ s 
Ronald Alien, chairman, presi- take place in . 
v dent and CEO of Delta Air and it promise 
y Lines success, contn 

° To watch Pow Wow in action travel and tourii 
]' is to go back to the old days of bringing togette 

~ the souk bazaar or marketplace, era from all ovei 


remember. 

Next year's Pow Wow will 
take place in Miami, Florida, 
and it promises to be another 
success, contributing to the 
travel and tourism industry and 
bringing together business lead¬ 
ers from all over the world. ■ 


... 

om- customers wEch is often determined by their length of, stay, 
location and cost-saving priorities. _ « 

Inter-Continental's ongoing research prQOTmme,refl^^^^ 

* ^cts and services it offers, shows that 85_% of iB 


t^y'aw^liuer-ContmentalWives 

Most recently, 

traveller voted Inter-Oontmental Hotels the best‘Hotel u roup 
inEurope". Le Grand HotelIntetContincnul*^**^^ 3 ^ 
as the best hotel in Europe. Hotel 

tannia Inter-Continental London; George Inter-Contin^itel^Etov 
ES> the Hotel Inter-Contmental Dubai were voted teactag 
hotels in their respective cities. . ,v 

Inter-ContinenraJ operates 104 hotels 
nuilnr husiness locations in 46 countries. Of these, 75 are locaicu 
HL^KiddfcExtt and Africa, withholds under obstruction 
in Hambura, Luxor and Hmghada and -a major renovation program 
S^SmS^ in Beirat which will maA Inter-ContmentaSro- 

‘Tm^Shs and further information can Hotel InterContincn- 
tal Jordan, Sales Dept Tel 641361, ext 2238. ■ 
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Darat Al Funun: 

Between the citadel and the 
Byzentine church 


By Amy Henderson 

Star Staff Writer 

ART APPRECIATION in 
Amman is taking a new direc¬ 
tion with the creation of Darat 
Al Funun. a small "house of 
aits." settled in ihe hills of Jabal 
Luweibdeh. 

The 1930’s villa, originally 
owned by the Hmoud family, 
has been restored in its original 
form and now serves as a small 
house of the arts whose sole 
function is the promotion of fine 
arts in Jordan. 

Standing on the ponico of the 
majestic little villa, visitors have 
a vast view of Amman including 
its Citv Centre, the Roman Cita¬ 
del and a small Byzantine 
church gracing the south garden 
of the lawn. Curved stairways 
on either side of the rounded 
portico lead visitors up to the 
main entrance of the three gal¬ 
leries that are Darat Al Funun. 

The Villa, built of limestone 
walls and ornamental tile floors, 
is an example of an advanced 
period of Jordan's recent archi¬ 
tectural history. Its interior 
boasts modem works of art from 
the Arab world. 

Darat Al Funun was con¬ 
ceived by the Abdel Hameed 
S ho man ’Foundation one year 
ago, seeking to enhance its 
existing gallery originally 
located in Shmeisani in order to 
better serve artists and the gen¬ 
eral public. It officially was 
opened on 25 August under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

“The Foundation wanted to 


create an environ¬ 
ment for profes¬ 
sional artists to 
exhibit their works 
and to work in an 
environment where 
they could learn 
from each other." 
said Mona Deeb, a 
program coordinator 
at the Foundation. 

The three sunlit 
galleries on the main 
floor at Darat Al 
Funun house fea¬ 
tures artworks from j 
50 Arab artists— ' 
including Jordan. 

Lebanon. Syria, Tunisia. Iraq 
and Judan—in a permanent 
collection. 

All works are for sale through¬ 
out the year, said Deeb, and 
once sold, replaced by another 
piece by the same artist. 

She added that the permanent 
exhibition will be further 
enhanced by regularly scheduled 
art exhibitions from various Jor¬ 
danian and Arab artists 
Darat Al Funun 's upper story, 
an addition to the original villa, 
houses a non-lending informa¬ 
tion and resource library on Jor¬ 
danian, Arab and international 
an including 500 books in Eng¬ 
lish and Arabic concerning 
aspects of the visual arts. Exhi¬ 
bitions at Darat Al Funun will 
be documented on video and 
color slides to continually build 
a visual library of modem Jorda¬ 
nian and Arab art. 

This unique corner of Jordan 
also houses two open studios for 
printing and sculpture to provide 


facilities to professional artists 
who desire to explore artistic 
fields requiring specialized 
equipment otherwise 

unavailable. 

Most notable among the facil¬ 
ities, said Deeb, is the contribu¬ 
tion of a printing machine, pro¬ 
vided by the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts. 

In addition, a resident artist 
will conduct workshops in the 
studios for interested artists. 

A lecture program, started by 
the Shoman Foundation a year 
ago, will continue with lprtures 
given in conjunction with the 
exhibitions and on art-related 
subjects. 

Darat Al Funun seeks to pro¬ 
mote art appreciation among 
Jordanians as one of its priority 
objectives, Deeb emphasized. 

"The fine arts culture in Jor¬ 
dan is limited," she said, "and 
the Foundation thought this 
would meet the needs of some 
professional artists as well as 


promote art among 
the public." 

On the way up the 
stairs, visitors cannot 
miss the small patio 
turned outdoor studio 
of Halim, an Iraqi 
sculptor practicing his 
art on the small ter¬ 
race of Darat Al 
Funun. 

Tve never had 
enough room to prac¬ 
tice my art at the 
house," he said. 
"Now, I have a place 
especially to create, 
and visitors to the gal' 
lery can discover and buy my 
works." 

Halim as well as Deeb are 
pleased with the traffic to the 
galleries so far. 

"We don't do advertising, 
said Deeb. "I think word of 
mouth has been bringing our 
visitors here, which is pleasing." 



Agenda 


EXHIBITIONS 

• Alia Art Gallery is hosting 
the first Iraqi Art Festival on 
Thursday 23 September . The 
show will run until 30 
September. 

• The British Council will 
present an exhibition by British 
artist Caroline Dobson, Satur- 


ARIES (21 
March-19 April): 

FlOAjh up some¬ 
thing you prom¬ 
ised. There may 
not be quite 
enough money this 
weekend to do 
what you'd tike. 

TAURUS (20- 
APRIL-20 MAY): 

Check out a club 
meeting after 
you've got your 
work done.. 

GEMINI (21 
May-21 June): 

Listen more than 
you talk and you'll 
learn stuff you 
didn't even know 
was there! You may wonder 
where you're going to find the 
money to achieve your goals. 
CANCER (22 June-22 July): If 
you're studying a foreign language 
try to find a native to converse 
with. You'll be amazed. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): 
Although cheerful, you could be 
plagued by free-floating anxieties. 
You may have to deal with a 

domestic misunderstanding. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): Only spend your money on 
frivolous things this week. Work - 
with a partner. Focus on your long 
term goals with' your sweetie. 
LBSRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): Work hard, yooU be glad-. 

day, 25 September, at 6:00 pm... 
Exhibition lasts tmCd •. 30 
September. 

• The French Cultural Center is 
currently displaying an exhibi¬ 
tion entitled Old Baghdad: pho¬ 
tographs and paintings, by Iraqi 
artist Nadim. Exhibition contin¬ 
ues until 3 October. 

m H. Biker's exhibition wiU 
continue to be displayed-at the. 
Balka'a Art Gallery in Fuheis 
until 25 September. 

• Baladna Art Gallery is host- 


you finished a 
tough project, if - . 
a-new interest- 
presents itsd£ - 
SCORPIO v (24 
October-21 
. November): A 
good time .-'fin;. 
romance and 
planning, for your 
future. If you are 
not quite ready 
to settle down, 
work on your 
dowry. 

SAGITTARIUS 
(22 November- 
21 December)*-. 
Tread carefully. 
Co-woricerS:. 
understand you easily, -but 
a roommate may take offense - 
when none was intended.' 
CAPRICORN (22 December-19 
January): These are great study 
days. Find a quiet place, and let 
new materials soak; into, yoiiir 
brain. ' ■ • 

AQUARIUS (20 Jaimary-18- 
Febiuary): Although this is. a 
good week in many respects, you 
may feel financially pinched. Fees 
or taxes may be more than you’d 
planned. • • 

PISCES (19 February-20 
March): You’ll be sensitive, :but 
powerfully creative: Make things 
with your hands, like fine art and 
beautiful music. ‘ 

ing an exhibition of paintings by 
Syrian artist Fatih Al M n 4 r ? te 
on 25 September., 

FILMS 

• The Third Man will be fea¬ 
tured at the American Cento: bn 
Thursday, 23 Septemboyat £00 
.pm, -A repeat of the fiim wflT be 
on Sunday, 26 September, at the 
- same time. ■ ■ 

7# A Month In The Couniry 

will be screened at The"British- 

; Council, Wednesday, 29 Sep¬ 
tember, at 7f00 pm. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


7ACROSS 

43 American 

5 Guitar - . 

44 :SMp . 

1 Prepare 

: -jurist, . - 

ridges 

workers . 


-44 Lowed 

6 Bhrdffl. 

43 Embosiad 

S Mbs! . 

; greatly . 

7 WeB Bfced 

labile 

skewar 

46 Mr. Gardner 

8 Turkish . 

45 Fairy king 

10 ttsmtens- 

47 Eddy , 

. Inn .. 

47 QuawLof- 

1« Hone’s 

51 Yielded 

9 Small guO 

48 Falter 

: cousin 

- 53. JackrabbH 

10 Charming 

-49 Ms Castle 

IS Hamyboqk 

54 Dry, as 

11 Texas 

50 Leases 

16 Gutanw 

. wtee 

shrina . • 

.52 Friendot 

17 Como hit-:-; 

55-Large' 

12 fauseH . 

. Pythias 

IB Box 

- .desert 

desart 

54 Pop 

19 Anow _ 

60 Lewel . - .. 

13 Play part 

56 AngaTs 

20 Cteto’'. 

BlVtorbsl 

21 Like church 

wear 

kin . . 

63 Large 

- glass 

57 Bunting 

22 VaM 

parrot - :. 

25 American 


23 Portent 

B4 Warped 

• composer 

68 Carry on 

24 FMica stops 

05 Extinct... 

26 Verdant ; 

59 FBtswtih 

26 Boxing 

bird 

27 Maple . 

resarence 

mar - ■ 

60 Martini 

genus 

62 intha 

27 Bard’s 

Horn 

. 28 Valley 

dump* 

d*sr. .... 

-.67 Wet god 

29 -Win 


31 Imgrof. ’ 

88 Again - 

30 Central •• 


- Vtahnu 

09 Lumps 

- . alste - . 


33 Knight \ 


32 Irritates 

_ 

35 Bog down - 

DOWN 

byrubbing 


40 Football 

:1 Buck 

34 WHbin ■ . , 


• teams- ... 

'2 Tractable 

thataw 


41 BHjBcsI 

3 Orica —a 

36 Fashtenad 


... Qod - 

■-tfane 

37. Latin road 


42 Breaks 

4 Dismiss . 

38 Disturb . 


wow 

. . . . 

. 39 Gaelic ■ 
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Le 


Le cheval passion 


V 


ourdain 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


9 Avis tzux amoureux des ckevaux arabes: lesphis beaux specimens de la region void etre presen¬ 
ts cm public pendant trois jours & partbr de mercredL La quatrieme Edition de ce festival se di- 
roule dans le cadre prestigieux des Ecuries royales t AL Hummar. Point d'orgue: le championnat 
du Moyen-Orient des ckevaux arabes, vendredL 

Cent soixante six maniures venues de six pays sont inscrites mix diffirentes ipreuves. En de¬ 
bars de la competition, de nombreux divertissements sont offerts au public: dressage et saut 
d'obstacles en exhibition, groupes foUdoriques, expositions _ "Des joum&es famUiales", comme 
les quabfie la princesse Aha. 

Passionate d'i qu it a tUm, la princesse est d Vorigine de cede manifestation qu'eUe supervise avec 
attention et dicontraction. "Les Arabes ont nigligi lours ckevaux pendant trop longtemps. Je me 
bats pour la sauvegarde des Ugnies pares de ckevaux arabes et des prisentations au public comme 
ceUe-ci sont nicessaires " expUque-t-dU. A notcr. Ventrie Ubre pour profiler de ce week-end pla- 
ci sous le sigrte du chevaL 



Droits de Vhomme 


Jordanie 


Amnesty International 


I Exp 7777 ] 


passe au rapport 


Comme chaque annee, rorganisation humanitaire Amnesty International fait l’etat des lieux des violations des droits fondamentaux dans 

161 pays. Gros plan sur la situation jordanienne en 1992. Extraits. 


L'ETAT DXJRGENCE a 6t£ 
entitlement lev£. Une nonvelle 
loi relative k la defense a 6 te 
adoptee en mars. Cette loi rem- 
place la legislation de 1939 qui 

■ conffirait aux auto rites des pou- 
voirs extraordinaires en matitre 
d’arrestation et de detention. EHe 
ptevoit toujours le placement en 
detention administrative illimi- 
tee des pexsonnes soupgonn 6 es 
d’attcinte k la sflrete de l'Etat, 
mais accorde aux detenus le 
droit d’interjeter appel devant la 
Haute Courde justice. 

En a veil, la loi martiale qui 6t- 

■ ait en vigueur depuis 1967 a 6 te 
levde. La Cour de toi martiale a 
6t£ suppnntee et one loi visant k 
degager les fonctionnaires de 
leurs rcsponsabilitSs k la suite de 
la levee de la loi martiale est en- 
trfe en vigueur.. 

D’antres tefbrmes legislatives 
ont egalement £te introduites. 
En tevrier, la loi de resistance an 
communisme, datant de 19S3 et 
en vertu de laoue 
mers d'i 

mis en ^ * 

Une nouvelle loi relative aux 
partis potitiques est entree en vi¬ 
gueur en octobre; ellc rcconnaft 
te droit de former des partis pol- 
itiqnes aptes avoir toutefois ob- 
tenu l'antorisation du mmistere 
dc llnterieur. 

Le Pariemeat ar 6 examin 6 au - 
mois de dficembre une nonvelle 
toi sur la Cour de sflrete de 
l'Etat. Un premier projet avail 
ptesente par lo gouveme- 
ment au mois de jtrillet 1991 et 
adopte par le Pariemeat, mais le 
roi Hussein avait use de son 
droit de veto ea novembrc 1991. 
^ etait notamment oppose k 
^introduction du droit de former 
un pourvoi devant la Cour de 
CT pyrinn cootie les decisions de 
la Cour de sflrete de l'Etat. 

Cinq membres du Parti de la 
li Iteration en Jordanie (PLJ), or¬ 
ganisation islamiste, fitaient con- 
si dirts comme des prisonniers 
d'opinion. ArrStts en octobre et 
en novembre 1991 pour s’fitre 
publiquement opposes aux ntgo- 
dations de pant avec Israel et 
avoir distribute des tracts, ils 
dtaient accuses, eatre autres, 
d'apparte nance A une organisa¬ 
tion illtgale ayant reconrs & la 
violence. 

La Cour de sflrete de l’Etat a 
conclu que les accusts n'avaient 
ni ust de violence m prtconist 
jon usage. Cette juri diction a 
'toutefois considtrt que le PLJ 
6 tait une organisation illtgale et 
a dtclate les accusts coupables. 
En juin, Muhammad Abu Mai- 
dan et Tareq Qufnah on tte con- 
a une peine de dix-huit 
mois d'emprisonnement et les 
trois autres accusts k un an. Les 
cinq homines avaient taus re- 
couvrtf teur tibertt en novem- 
bre aptes avoir purgt teur peine 
ou btndfidt de la grtce royale. 

plus de 520 personnes 
soupcoDrtees d*avoir porte at- 
teintel la sflrete de l’Etat oni ttf 
d£ tenues dans les locaux du Dt- 
partemeni; des. renseignenieiits 




AMNESTY 

INTERNATIONAL 


tX 1 


Le rapport 93 d’Amnesty International passe en revue les violations des droits de 
Vhomme dans le monde entier. Un ouvrage de rifirence. 


fltatraux (DRG). poor la plupart 
Si secret. Cerraines d’entre eues 


fitaient pem-fioe des pnsonmera 
d'opinion. Environ 400 ont ext 
libtrfs sans avoir tte inculpts 
ni iugtes et sans contrffle jutfr- 
daire du bien-fondt de leur de¬ 
tention. Ce fut notamment le cas 
dc Ramadan al Battah, membre 
du Fatah, composante de l'OLP. 
jj a £te dttenu au mens de juin 
pendant plus de trois semaiues 
ausitge du DRG k Amman sans 
pouvoir entrer en contact avec 
sa famille ni ses avocais, appa- 
remment k la suite d'attaques 
mettees par tes Pakstimenscon- 
ire Israel; il a tte remis en Kber- 

? t£ sans avoir tte incolpt. 

En aofit, Khakd Ayed Abu 


Hudayb, chercbeur k ITnstitut 
dttudes palestiniennes de Bey¬ 
routh, a fite azrSte k son anivte k 
l’afropoit d'Amman et transmit 

au sitge des DRG. n ttait, sem- 
ble-t-il, soupgonnt d'apparte nir 
k une organisation illtgale et 
cfavoir publit dans un journal 
interdiL Cet bomme a tte'main¬ 
tain k fisotement et n’a pu ren- 
contrer un avocat qu'aprts qua- 
txe semaines de dttention; il a 
ttt libtrfi en octobre sans avoir 
tte inculpt. 

D'autres suspects' potitiques 
one tte jugts par la Cour de 
sdrete de l'Etat dont les dtci- 
sions ne sont pas susceptible* 
(Tappet, ce qui est contraire k ce 
que pteconisent les names in- 
tem ati onal es en marine 
(Ttquite. Gtons entre autres 
Leith Shbdlat, pariementaire 
Eminent, et Yaqob Qanrash, 
figalemenl membre du Parle- 
ment, et deux commergants. Les 
quatre homines ont ttt arrttts 
en aoflt et accusts 
cTappartenance k une organisa¬ 
tion illtgale violente (Mouve- 
ment des jeunes poor la molwli- 
^a ti on islamique) et de dttention 
d'armes et d'explosifs. Une audi¬ 
ence du proebs s'est dtroulte k 
huis clos et phisieurs ttmoins de 
Taccusation ttaient des per¬ 
sonnes dttennes par le DRG: Au 
mois de novembre, les accusts 
Mt At condamnts k des {nines 
aflant dedix^ vingt ans de at¬ 
tention; ils.ont toutefois btntfi- 
cit de la grSce royale et rat re- 


^couvrt le liberte quelques jours 
plus tard. 

Plus de 1480 prisonniers. dont 
une cinquantaine de prisonniers 
et detenus potitiques, ont tte 
Sargis k la faveur d'une amnistie 
gtntrale proclamte en novem¬ 
bre. Cent autres prisonniers ont 
tte amnLstits et tibtrts en dfi- 
cembrc. 

‘De nouvelles informations, 
toutefois raoins nombreuses que 
par le pass£. ont fait tear de tor- 
- tine et de mauvais traitements. 
Les vicrimes auraient tte des 
suspects potitiques et de droit 
common qui ont affimte poor la 
plupart avoir At torturts ou mal- 
tzaitts pendant leur dttention au 
secret. Gtons notamment neuf 
membres ptesumts dn Hamas 
artfites entre octobre 1991 etjan- 
vier 1992 et soupgtxmts de dt¬ 
tention d’armes. As auraient ttt 
torturts ou maltrmtes dans les 
locaux du DRG avant d'etre 
nansftrts, en mars k la prison de 
Swaqa; Us out tte tibtrts S la fa¬ 
veur de l'ammstie de novembre. 

Le DRG a nit que ces 
hommes aient ttt maltreites et a 
par ailleurs informt Amnesty In¬ 
ternational que les personnes 
qnli dttenart ttaient ddsonnms 
sounrises k des examens ntedi- 
canx tegutiers. En mai, dans une 
affaire de falsification de docu¬ 
ments fanciers, Fawwaz al Fauri 
a tte maintenu au secret pendant 
douze jours par la Sflrete pre¬ 
ventive, une unite sptdale de la 
-police. H amait tte privfi de 


sommeil, battu et somnis k la 
’■falaqa- (coups asstnts sur la 
plante des pi ads). Cet bomme a 
tte tibtrt en dtcembre. 

Amnesty International a salut 
les Iibtrations de prisonniers, la 
levte de l'Aat d’uigence et 
d'autres initiatives dans le do¬ 
mains des droits de 1 ‘bomme, en 
1992, comme Tabrogation de la 
legislation qui avait permis 
1 Incarceration des prisonniers 
d'opinion. EHe s'est tgalement 

lid tee qu'aocane execution 
n'ait tte signal de au cours de 
l’annte. 

Amnesty International a ac- 
cueilli favorablement l'appel lan- 
ct par le roi Hussein en faveur 
d’une charts arabe des droits de 
lltomine ainsi que I'engagement 
rtiitrt du gotrvemement de 
sauvegarder et dc promouvor 
les droits de I’homnie. 

L'Orgamsation a toutefois 
dtplort la persistence de la dd- 
tention au secret, qui favorise la 
torture et les mauvais traite¬ 
ments. et est reside prfoccupte 
par les procb qui se dtroulem 
devant la Cour de sflrete de 
l'Etat dont les decisions ne sont 
pas susceptibles d*appeL 

Tom en saluant les progrfcs 
que reptesentent les rtformes 
dans le domaine des droits fbn- 
damemaux, I'organisation a in- 
siste sur la ntceisite de renforo- 
er les gantnties offertes aux 
pisonniers. ■ 


Amnesty International 


v __ 


La democratisation 
sous surveillance 



DEPUIS 18 mois, la branche jordanienne d*Amnesty international travaille offtcieUemenL Des dd- 
bots eocomageants avec des autorites k I'Scoute. 

A la permanence d'Amnesty International k Jebel Luweibdeh. le rapport annuel de I'organisation 
(dont nous petitions des extraits d-centre) est (fisponible en arabe et en anglais. Pour la branche 
locale d'Amnesty, priorite k 1‘inform aid on et k l'dducatioo. Pas k la ddnondation. 

"Notre but premier est d'enseigner les droits de lliomme, particnliSrement aux plus jeunes, k 
T 6 cole primaire", explique Nedal Mansour, secretaire g£n£ral de la branche jordanienne. "Nous 
travaitions en cooperation avec le ministere de lEducation pour mettre sur pieds des interventions 
en classe, mais aussi avec les Services de sdcurite pour enseigner le respect des droits fondamen¬ 
taux aux forces de l'ordre et aux gardiens de prison". D’exccllentes relations avec les autoritds sont 
on atouL 

La deuxidme mission des membres d'Amnesty en Jordanie est de contribuer k I'ajustement de la 
legislation locale avec les normes intemationales. Par exemple, ils appellent le gouvemement k 
signer les conventions de I'ONU en matiire de droits de 1 bomme. "Dans ce but. nous sollicitons 
I'aide des deputes et de toutes les forces potitiques qui se soucient de ces problfcmes", ajoute Nedal 
Mansour. 

Anjounfhui, rorganisation humanitaire compte.,4^0 membres darts le Royauipe. Officialise ep 
dtitoEnfe 1991, eUe n'a^pt^ijianf pas attendue ii'ouverture de son'premier bureau en fovrier r 199p 
pour Ctre active. DejjoiS'ptoS'de dix ans, ses sympatinsants se reunissafent pour faire avaiicer la 
cana» des droits de Ibomroe dans le pays. L'action a cwelle sur le terrain n'est pas sortie du a6ant 
Les membres de I'organisation n'ont pas participe directement k la redaction du texte sur la Jorda¬ 
nie dans le rapport annueL Un precede destine & les ecarter de toutes pressions. Mais, le diagnostic 
sur le pays est le mfime. "Nous avons observe des pas ttes positifs pour renforcer le respect des 
droits fondamentaux et nous esperons que le gouvemement va poursuivre dans cette voie democ- 
ratique", soutigne le responsable local. "Nous ne croyons pas que tout peut etre change en deux 
jours ou deux ans. Mais si les gens se mobilisent pour la defense de leurs droits, e'est un signe en- 
conrageant". 

Dans les deux mois & venir, le bureau d'Amnesty International souhaite organiser le premier festi¬ 
val des droits de lliomme dans le Royaume. Une manifestation d'envergure k vocation pedago- 
gique mais Missi destin€e k mieux faire connaltre I'organisation et trouver I'appui de nouveaux ad¬ 
herents. "Nous esperons que le nombre de nos membres va ainsi progresser pour accompagner 
une extension de nos activites”, confie Nedal Mansour. "Avec de nouveaux locaux et des pro¬ 
grammes eiargis, I'organisation va se d 6 velopper dans le pays". Une bonne nouvelle pour soutenir 
les premiers pas d'une democratic balbutiante. ■ 


CLARIFICATION - Deux 
jours de dlscussioa entre 
le roi Hussein et Yasser 
Arafat, a Amman, ont 
permis dc rapprochcr les 
deux leaders cn vuc d'une 
cooperation etroite dans 
I'application dc t'accord 
Israelo-palestinien. Le sou- 
verain nachemitc a qualif- 
ie ces discussions de "fon- 
dations sdides pour une 
coordination basec sur 
une conllancc mutuellc 
Le president dc 1'OLP a 
remcrcie avec effusion le 
roi Hussein pour son aide 
au peuplc palcstinicn. 


ENTR/\INEMENT - Qua¬ 
tre cents soldats de 
I'Armer de liberation de la 
Palestine ont commence 
leur cntraincmcnt a 
I'Ecolc dc police 
d'Amman cn vue de leur 
deploiement a Gaza ct Je¬ 
richo. Plusieurs milliers de 
soldats palestiniens vont 
ainsi suivre cet enscigne- 
ment de deux mois pour 
apprendre tous les aspects 
du metier de policier. 


EAU - Les mesures de ra- 
tionnement d'eau sont ine¬ 
vitables, selon le ministre 
de I'Eau et de (irrigation. 
Les besoios en eau potable 
du pays s'elfevcnt a 270 
millions de metres cube 
par an alors que les rcs- 
sources .plafonnqnt a _ 206 
m~ deficit 
s'accroif? cfi'dipie annee. 
mais le minis tre compte 
sur I'exploitation de (a 
nappe de Disi pour le cora- 
bler. 


EAU (2) - Quinze sources 
dans la region dirbid 
viennenf d'etre fermees 


a pres des tests prouvant 
leur pollution. L'eau pour- 
ra seulement etre utilisee 
pour I'irrigation, les ani- 
maux et les travaux de 
construction. Ces mesures 
suivent la decouverte re- 
cente de cas de typhotde 
dans cette region. 


4« 


Expo 


Nadim, l'emigre de la pensee 


Photographies, peintures, sculptures, poteries: Nadim deploie toutes les facettes de 
son talent au CCF. Une exposition pleine de poesie et d'emotions dont Noel 
Favreliere, directeur du Centre, nous revele les cles. 


NOTRE MANIE de classer, 
d'fitiqneter, nous poosserait nam- 
reDement, ou devrais-je dire pa- 
resseusemem, k classer faitiste 
irakien Narfim Muhsin parmi les 
tenants de “l'Aite Povera", 
paisque, comme eox, il 6 teve la 
banalite, parfbis le d£cbet, au 
rang de TArt Mais ce serait aller 
trop vite et ooblier que les tra- 
vanx des artistes de l'Art Panvre 
sont le plus souvent dpttembres 
et faits pour susciter une partici¬ 
pation des spectateurs dont les 
intaventions sollidtees relan- 
cent llncessante mutation des 
ceavres. 

Or, chez Nadim, Tunpression 
cfSph&nfcre ne vieot que de la 
"vulgarite" et de la fragilite des 
materiaux utilises: papier frois- 
sfi, toile de jute, ficelle, fi] de 
for— Mais, il apporte k leur as¬ 
semblage, comme malgrS hn ou 
qull est coavamcu que le 
ea Tessentiel de I'ceuvre, 
un sond d'artisan qiti fait de lui, 
mioix qu'tm "artiste pauvre", □□ 
minimaliste materiaHste. 

Aina, co mme par miracle, 
d^ne pelote de ficelle et de pa¬ 
pier mSdte naft une chose deve- 
nne predeuse car riche de cette 
po 6 sie que Nadim salt dgceler 
en tout© chose. Avec ces materi¬ 
aux sans noblesse, il ne ctee pas 
des formes, qui sont des fins, 
mais des formations, qui sont la 
vie. Sous ses doigts, 
llnsignifiant devient sigmfiant. 

Ajoutons qne le thfcme choisi 
pour cette exposition,"la demoli¬ 
tion du vieux Bagdad", rend on 
ne peux plus colterente sa cte- 



Inspirotion de VIrdkUn Nadim Muhsin: la vieiUe viUe de Bagdad. 
Comme dans cette toile qui £voque les entrelacs d un moucharabiek 


uiarcbe qui est avant tout morale 
et critique. Nadim a sans doute 
fait sienne la profession de foi 
qu'exprimait Paul Klee: "L'an ne 
reproduit pas le visible, il rend 
visible". Son renoncement a 

riconozmphie anthropomor- 

phique lui est impose par son ex- 

r * . !_■ .a.*# i fntfp c#»nnr 


ieence k vouloir nous faire senur 
la dimension mythique de 


l'expdrience humaine, au lieu 
d'dtablir des constats, comme 
font fait tous ceux qui voulaient 
que l'Art soil le reflet de 
1'Homme. 

La demarche de Nadim est in¬ 
tuitive et sollidie du spectateur 
une sensibitite poetique. Notre 
aril suit les chemins qu'il nous 
menage dans ses oeuvres, ei no¬ 


ire carur, notre 
esprit suivent... 
ou pas. Un tete A- 
tete avec une ck; 
ses amvres fait 
remonter du fond 
de notre ntemoire 
un limon de 
souvenirs, car les 
materiaux utili¬ 
ses, si humbles 
soienr-ils. ne sont 
cependant pas de- 
pourvus d'une 
histoire el d'une 
dimension tern- 
porelle. 

Nadim esi celui 
qui ra masse un 
caillou et vous le 
tend en disant: 
"Tiens! Re¬ 
garde". Car i! ne 
nous place pas en 
face de notre 
propre image, 
mais dans un es- 
pace 

d'inierrogations 
multiples en se 
tenant, lui, dans 
ce vide qui cx- 
Iste entre l'Art 
et la Vie.Cest 
dans une pensee 
autre que Nadim a gmignS et il 
nous invite a le suivre. ■ 

Noel Favreliere 


"Photographies et peintures 
inspirees du Vieux Bagdad" 
par Nadim Muhsin. 

Centre culture! frangais, jus- 
qu'au 30 septembre. 


mi, 


l 
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Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 820101 

British Council.....636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre .. 641138 
Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein YouLh City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664151 


Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre-675571 
Nabil * Hisbams Theatrc.625155 

Concord . 677420 

Plaza. 6992 j8 

Philadelphia.634144 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City. 667181 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club-. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 
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The Prime Mteistry^dl 64ail . 

Foreign Affairs TeL 644361 • 
lateriorifinistryTeL 663111 ’ 

finance TeL 636321 

PnbGc Health TeL 665131 ■. :. 

Edacatioo & ffigber Education Td. 669181 

Justice Td. 60101 

Planning TeL 644466 

Public Works & Housing TeL 668481 

Muniapaffiics dfc Environment TeL 641393 

Industry ATtadeTeL 663191 

Su pplies Td 602121 

AffQnf^ Iclamif AfTairsTcL 666141* - 


Agriculture Td686151 

Labour.Td. 698186 

Social Development TeL "&*** 

Transport Td-641461.. . ' 

Post & Cbrimmnicabons > . 

Infoniiriion Tel 6414^7 
Water AlmgadonTd 6 S **® 6 . Mrs 
Energy & Minor* ***^*£*50* 
Cuinue/labal Amman .. 

YOTh/HmvrtshyTd.«4»J 
ParUamcanny ASans Td «mi 

Toojism&'Antiqia^T^y 4 ™ 1 ^ 


Diplomatic Cortxs\ 


Algerian.64I27I/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

Bahrain.664148/9 

Belgian .675683 

Bulgarian.818151 

Canadian.666124 

Chilean. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.677559 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French .641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek.671331/2 

Hunearian.815614 

Indian.637262 

Indonesian.828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.625632 

Consulate of Iceland.698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka.645312 

Japanese.672486/7 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan .641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 827926 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.....666139 

Phillipines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari .682666 

Romanian.667738 

Russian .641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

South Korean .660745/6 

Spanish .614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

U.A.E.643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Stales oi America..820I01 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC.688645 

UNDPAVFP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

UNICEF..629571 

UNESCO.606559 


Alyemda(Air yemen)..65 3691 

Aeroflot. -641510 

Air Canada..630879 

Air France.666055 / 667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia. 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Adria Airways.667029 

Austrian Airlines..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways .641430 

British Midland.694802 

China Airlines.636232 

CaLhay Pacific.628596 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

EniiratesAirlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hunearian Airlines.622275 

Iber.a.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines —.630879 

K.L.M .622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa.. 601744 

1 Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

I M.E.A. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Philippine Airlines-. 640200 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

Qantas.. 641430/655447 

, Royal Jordanian. 678321 

Saudia. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604499 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 694501 

Swiss Air fG.S. A.1659791/641906 

USAIR.694801/2 

Syrian Air. 622147 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways. 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar.314131 

Aqaba.314091 

,-^VqabaGiilf Hotel...316636 

“'Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar..314340 


AlAndalusiah..606821 


Al Barakeh. 

.687988 


.606669 


.—813554 


. 639861 


.771707 



. 670498 


. 666327 


.641350 

Avis .699420 



. 669970] 


.6606011 



.674100 

Hertz tint!, sales) 
Kada . 

. 694802 

.665161/665153 


National...639197/8 

Nebo.... 816792 

Petra..— 605501 

Sahara..—..694883 

Satelite.-..625767/621471 

Shakhshir... 668958 

Star..-. 604904 

Swan National .—. 694882 


Algeria...-__ 

.. 213 




.54 

fe- 


Buenos Aires I 



Australia.- 

.. 61 



Adelaide 8 

Brisbane 7 


Germany W--- 

' Borm2S8 

_49 

. 30 

Melbourne 3 


.Athens/Pirseus 1 

—.36 

Sydney 2 

43 

Budapest 1 

.: 9i 

Vienna 222 

-..._ 973 

Bangiore812 

New Delhi 11 



_32 

Bombay 22 . 


Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 

_.55 

And all rfHes with area codes be> 
giwninp with 1,23,45,1,7, & 8 . 

Rio de Janeiro 21 


Indonesia_ 

_62 

Bulgaria..—.. 

_359 

Jakarta 21 

39 

Sofia 2 

Panada,...-. . 

.- 1 

Rome 6 


Ottawa 613 

Chile.-.. 

. .. 56 

Iraq__— 

Baghdad 1 





_81 

Cyprus.-.— 

_357 

Tokyo 3 . 


Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia..-. 

Prasue2 

_42 

Kenya.-.-.— 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait.__—. 

_965 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to I 8 lh centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre. Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
round-Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qai'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel.650i28. 
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m — 

Denmark- 

Copenhagen (Inner) I 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador.-- 

Quito 2 

Egypt-......--- 

Cairo 2 , 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland_ 

Helsinki 0 

France.. 

Paris 1 


Korea.__ 

Seoul 2. 

Libya..... 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon .- 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.—.— 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico-- 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco.. 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands --- 


Amsterdam 2D V - 
Rotterdam 10- .• 

North Yemen:.;---— 

. AlBaydati 
Hodeidah3 
Sanaa 5 - 

Taiz’4:.-. ' "- 

' Nigeria.—— -- 

Lagos l : m • -v' 

Norway. -- 

Oslo 2 - 

Oman-—-- 

Pakistan.-—-- 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 *‘ 

Peshawar521„ . T: : - ' 

Rawalpindi/IsLamabad. 51 
Paraguay.-—...-'—.——— 
Asuncion 54. V* ' 

Pern.—— ... 

• Lima 14 

Philippines—.__—--- 

Manila 2 

Poland......—...-. 

Warsaw 22 

Romania.—.'—.. 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia ----- 

Al-Khobar3 . 

Ai-Madina 4 
Dammam 3- 
Jeddah 2 
. Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain.-__—_—.—. 

Barcelona 3 
'• Madrid !• 


Maibella32. . ; 

*.: Majorca 71 

Sri. Lanka....—...r 7 -*--“—*7 
Colombo! r nJo 

. Sudan.. 

Khartoum H . . - 

Sweden.——-— 46 

.Stockholm!? 

Syria..——*- 

- Damascus 11.; . . ' 

... Taipd 2 • . '. . ■*. 

-Thailand—- 

.Bangkok2 ;.. ; . 

Tunisia.—- 216 

• • Tunis 1. . y ■ , 

Turkey--—-—-- X- 

Ankara 4 

/ istanbul l. ■ _1 ' 

UAE-—--.,-971 

-Abu Dhabi 2 

Ajman 6 
A1 Ain3 

.:““ : Dubai4 . - 

" ^ Fujairah 70^ 

Ghyathl 52 
Ras A1 Khaimah 77 
, Sharjah 6 ■ 

Uram A1 Quwsiin 6 . 

' UK..^————■■--** 

Lot«lon0oneT71/auttr81) 
Uruguay—-598 

- • Montevideo 2 - 

■“USA—------ 1 

. New Yffik 212/71S :. 

Wa^ingtou 202 

USSR.....,-_ 

- Moscow 095 ‘ 

.Veneiaela..^-^——- 58 

Caracas 2 - 

Yugoslavia—. ——,.,38 


58 





Amman 

(08)51000 


.... 665186 

Amra - 

... 815071 
-.-798181 


.. .665181 


.674111 


... 661121 

InterContinental. 

.... 641361 

International- 

-841712/3 

Jerusalem ..— 

_665094 

... 660100 

Middle East... 

... 667150 


... 663100 



.... 813801 

Tycbe - 

.661114 
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-(. r.iKcuS Sinrt^ - Imi circk 1 . Amman • f >|ij>,i^itr h i iuh Tt-l. 6534S2 

''f.-'fSSI'S j 


The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. Jl mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for vour reservations call 
639197 


S2E!r 


\SmKl 


Eastern Barbecue 
Quick Service 


824620 


Amman 

International Hotel 


^"-% 0 


Tel 841712/841713 


I^IooctorB^ 




Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just CaII:682097 
Our name says it all 


OUe*** , 

■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■Ail types of Bread 
■Cakes Pastries ® 


7tM circle. Tel. 820099 


Af NeGrEsCo Bar in 
SELECT HOTEL 



One visit win make you 

a steady, we believe!!! 


Hie first ft best 
Chinese Restunint 
In Jordan . 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls-School 

Take away fa available 

Open daily I2dX) ‘d.'00 pjn 
. 7:00Midnight 

Tel: 638968 




I' MWiMW.Tv] 

isms 




Al. Shami Bazar & Gifts 

Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
Tel: 648795 - P.O. Box 184379 


oua LiJI 


«»f nt 11 jfljjLi 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
25 September — 
1 October 




Of GUSH PROGRAM 


SATURDAY 


A 


08:30.;— It's A Wacky World 
09:00^-Perspective 
0930^—Varieties 
10:005— News in English 
10:20|— Feature Fflm: Hill¬ 
side Stranglers. A true story 
starring Richard Gorenna, 
Denni£ Farina. In Los Angeles 
1977,, two murderers whose 
hobbtf is to kill girls after 
attaching thpm r 


dancer and his 
sister who travel 
to London to 
present their 
shows. 


WEDNESDAY 




SUNDAY 


0830 5— Step By Step. 

09:10 J— The Loveliest Jour¬ 
ney. Ac documentary that talks 
about? cancer with having 
inten^ews with some patients 
10:00^— News in En glish 
10:20* — Mini Series: The 
Out 



. 0830 — Head of 
the Class 
09:00 — 

Documentary 
10:00 — News in 
English 

10:20 — Ashen- 
den. In this epi¬ 
sode Ashenden 
is sent to Naples 

Ashenden, Wednesday, 10:20, Alex Jennings and Elizabeth McGovern 

nig, “ ~ 


charismatic 
Mexican hit¬ 
man. Their target is a cornier 
carrying vital documents to 
the Germans from Greece, 
which will cost hundreds of 
allied lives. 


1030 — Breaking Up. Tony 
tries his best to bring his par¬ 
ents together. 


MARDI 


MONDAY 


THURSDAY 


PROGRAMMES 

FRANQA1S 


06:00 — Omnisciences 
0635 — Magny 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Varilt&s 


08 30 *— Golden Girls 
09:10^ — Thirty Something. 
Gary land Suzannah do not 
have ^enough money when 
their baby girl gets sack. 

10:00 r— News in English 
10:20 Mini, Senes: 

Le GeirEai 


Coach 


“It,, 

TUESDAY 


0830—People Next Door 
09:00 4-Faces and Places 
930 —l Voyager 
lOrOOi-NewsfiEJngfifir s 
10:20 —- Feature Fflmi Royal 
Wedding. Starring Fred 
Aslairc-amd Jane Powefl. A 
great musical 1 film about a 


0830 — Comedy: 

Buzzy Money 

09:00 — Quantum Leap. In 
this episode, Sam is a soldier 
with the American army in the 
Vietnam war. 

10:00 — News in English 
20:20 — Movie of the Week: 
In the Company of Darkness. 
Starring Helen Hunt and Ste¬ 
ven Weber. A boy was mur¬ 
dered and his body was fonnd 
by the police in a small town. 


SAMEDI 


MERCREDI 


06:00 — Les Aventuriers 
Pespace 

0630 — Envoy6 Special 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Fenetre Sur 


de 


06:00 — La Chaine 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 —Ushnaia 


JEUDI 


DVMANCHE 


530—Le Monde est & vans 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—Le Journal deLTfistoire 


0530—Pif et Hercule 
05:45—Goal 
06:15—G4opoQs 
07:00— Le Journal 
07:15—Azimu ts 


FRIDAY 


LUNDI 


VENDREDI 


0830—Reasonable Doubts 
09:10—Faces and Places 
10:00—News in English 


06:00 

07:00- 

07:15- 


- L'esprit EmerveQle 
Le Journal 
■ Magazine Sportif 


0530 — Le Beau Manage 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15—Variates 


Recommended Listenings 

Guns n'Roses 
Use Your Illusion I & H 



RECKLESS LIFE! This is an 
appropiate way to describe how 
this American band has been liv¬ 
ing. Guns 'n Roses became an 
instant success in 1987 with the 
release of their album Appetite 
For Destruction. The album was 
a monster hit it was soon fol¬ 
lowed by an EP lies. It was also a 
huge success. The Gunners are 
back again (well not so recently 
since this album was released in 
1991). This rebellious rock group 
lives up to the same rock image 
that has become a trademark for 
this type of music. In other 
words, they are the usual long haired, tatoo branded 
mental cases that fans all over the world know and 
love. 

With almost no bod habits, lead singer. Axl Rose, 
had the pleasure of being a guinea pig for medical 
experiments on excessive drinking and smoking. .Axl. 
who used to be a choirboy, likes to expose his body 
during his live concert shows. Lead guitarist. Slash, 
has the reputation of vomiting at random. He also likes 
to chain-smoke during his public appearances. The rest 
of the band are also known to perform rude gestures. 

Their double album Use Your Illusion is a two and a 
half hour musical extravaganza. The listener is likely to 
be left quite exhausted before finally he/she can find 
their musical preferences. 

One of the Guns' more popular trends are slow num¬ 
bers. I still can't understand how they managed to write 
such delicate love ballads (like Don’t Cry) on one 
hand, and then be able to write really aggresive and 
violent epics on the other. In the slow category. Guns 
n' Roses have thrown in some high calibre relaxing- 
tempoed tracks. Songs like Estranged and November 
Rain are very mind-swirling. The latter is more power- 
fill than the former, especially in the end pan where 
Slash jumps in to give a climax. To the listeners. 
Estranged has more depth and portrays the feeling of 
uncertainty, loss of pride and loneliness. 

Don’t Cry has a superior sad feeling of deserting 
love. The chords share this sense of sadness, but 
instead of going downhill, it keeps on building up. 
thanks to distortion and the non-stop shrieking of Axl. 

One of the fast compositions that stands out is Live 
& Let Die , originally written by Paul Macartney. The 
difference between the two is that the Gunners added 
heavy distortion, and the clear technical difference 
between Paul and Axl as individual singers. Other 
powerful songs include Coma, Knockin' on Heaven's 
Door, Civil War, You Ain’t The First and Dead Horse. 

If neither of these songs appeal to you. then forget 
about buying the album. Their music could be sweet at 
times, offensive at others; giving the posibility of writ¬ 
ing a wide range of styles and music. Quite recently 
Axl bas become U2 fan (who wouldn't be?) and has 
become deeply influenced by their music. Perhaps this 
is a sign of where Guns 'n Roses are heading. Use 
Your Illusion is an excellent display of ski 11 fulness that 
would keep your ears glued to the album. ■ 

Antfad Abu A1 Huda 


Other Windows 


TOP VIDEO RENTALS 

I The Bodyguard. Afevin Costner. 
Whitney Houston. Warner Home 
Video i R-1992 1 

2. Unforgiven. Clint Eastwood. Gene 
Hockinon, Warner Home Video iR- 
1 992) 

3. A Few Good Men. Tom Cruise. 
Jack Nicholson. Columbia TriStar 
Home Video IR- 

4. Sommershv. Richard Gere. Jodie 
F, "tier, Warner Home Video i PG-13- 
1995) 

5. Scent of a Woman. Al Pacino. 
Chris O'Donnell. Universal Home 
Video i R-1992 1 

19921 

6 . The Cry ing Game. Stephen Rea. 
Jayc Davidson. Live Home Video 
(R-l^2» 

7. Brum Stoker's Dracula, Gars- 
Oldman. Anthony Hopkins. Colum¬ 
bia TriSur Home Video iR-1992) 

8 . Nowhere to Run. Jean-Chi tide 
run Damme. Columbia TriStar Home 
Video, iR-19^3 1 

9. Home Alone 2. Macaulay Culkin. 
Joe /Yu /. Fox Video (PG-I**92) 

10 Malcolm X. Denzel Washington. 
Warner Home Video (PG-13-1992 > 

TOP POP ALBUMS 

1. River of Dreams. Billy Joel. Co¬ 
lumbia 

2. Sleepless in Seattle. Soundtrack. 
Epic 

3. Black Sunday. Cypress Hill. 
RuMTioum; 

4. Janet.. Janet Jackson. Virgin 

5. Blind Melon. Blind Melon. Capi¬ 
tol 

6 . Core. Stone Temple Pilots. Atlan¬ 
tic 

7. The World is Yours. Scaifacc. 
Rap-A-Lot 

8 . Promises and Lies. UB-ffl. Virgin 

9. The Bodyguard. Soundtrack. 
Arista 

10. Zooropa. U2. Island 

TOP COUNTRY ALBUMS 

1. A Lot About Livin'. Alan Jack- 
son. Arista 

2. It Won't Be the Last. Billy Ray 
Cyrus. Mercury 

3. No Timeto Kill. Clint Black. RCA 

4. Life’s a Dance. John Michael 
Montgomery. Atlantic 

5. Tell Me Why. Wynnnna. Curb 

6 . Pure Country. George Strait. 
MCA 

7. It’s Vour Call. Reha McEntire. 


MCA 

S. Some Gave All. Billy Ray k vims. 
Mercury 

y. Hard Workin* Man. Br><oLs 
Dunn. Liberty 

HI. This Time. Dwigh: Yoakum. Re-; 
pri.se 


TOP POP SINGLES 

1. Can’t Hrlp Falling in Love. L R-til 
Virgin 

2. Dream I over. Manah Cares. Co¬ 
lumbia 

3. Whoomp!. Tag Team, Lite 

4. Runaway Train. Soul Asvhim. 
Columbia 

3. If. Janet Jaikson. Virgin 
b. Right Here (Human Nature)/j 
Downtown, .siIV. RCA 

7. Lately, .lode, i. MCA 

8 . Will You Be There. Michael Jat k ■ 
son. MJJ/iTpie 

9. I'm Gonna Be. The /*/. >c/am:cr\. 
Chrysalis 

10. If I Had No Loot. Tony.' Ton 1 
Toiu! Mercur\ 


WOULD YOU\ 
BELIEVE 


A survey reported in T\ Guide m 
1992 xjul that one* out ol’lour Ameri¬ 
cans said they wouldn't stop watch¬ 
ing TV lor a million bucks. 


The only Miss America to resign 
was Vanessa Williams, who gave up 
the crown in 1^X4 alter some nude 
photos of her surtaxed. How ever, the 
second Miss America. Mary 
Campbell, actuallv served lor tuo 
years. 1922 and 1925. 

14 1 

It makes sense when you think 
about it: Cola soli drinks are the m*»st 
widely manufactured and distributed 
products in the world. If you travel a 
lot, you're probably used to seeing 
signs advertising various cola prod¬ 
ucts in the most obscure foreign ham¬ 
lets. i * t 

The Japanese title of shogun is an 
abbreviation of a longer word that 
translated means, “barbarian-quell¬ 
ing generalissimo.” Whew. 

How accurate are political polls? It 
depends. The first one ever com! ucted, 
for the 1824 presidential election gave 
Andrew Jackson a lead over John 
Quincy Adams. Adams won. 

* i * 
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Stephanie Hughes (above left) will play the piano today at 
a concert featuring mezzo soprano Penny Adie 


Young Musicians in Concert 
at the. Forte Grand Amman 


long-running se¬ 
ries Lof Young Musicians 
in Concert will fc&s mak¬ 
ing its 18th and final tour 
of the Golf this., month. 
callig g at ihf < Forte 
Grand Amman on 22 and 
23 September, j 
Sad though.it is that , the 
series whidi has given so 
much pleasure and- ad¬ 
vanced the careers of nu- 



Flutist Jonathan Rimmer 


raerons young and talent- ... . ~ 

ed musicians is coming to a dose, tireless impresario Penny A die 


will at least bowouLona high note. 

AU accom plished mezzo soprano in her own right, Acne mil 
lakeUo the stage.'with flutist Jonathan Rimmer and pianist 
Stephanie Hughes flwStti former BBC Young Musicians), to give 
an ati-too-raredemonstration ofher vocal abilities. 

Featuring both .dasacal and contemporary music, the concert 
will ilombrise selections from Taflanel, Mozart, Rossini mid 
Katebachorian and win, as usual, follow dps dinner which is in¬ 
cluded in the priced df the ticket. 



V Petra Tours, agents for Austrian Airlines, held a reception Tues¬ 
day dt the Recency Palace to mark the first anniversary of Austrian 

AirlinSAmman^i 6 ™ 8 service ' 0ctobe T, 1 ?? E* w * bc ® an 

servicing Vienna from Amman and back." said Mr Maxen Kawar, 
rnanagfcr of sales and marketing at Petra Tours. Austrian Airhnes is 
the fiSt foreign airline to introduce a non-stop service to Europe 
from Amman where travellers can catch a connecting flight to any 
European capital in a short 50 minute stop-over. We offer two 
flight^a week to Vienna on an airline that needs no praise. The Aus- 
trianspperate the best carrier in the industry -jjaniure is afw^s 
on time, the service is impeccable. Mr Kawar added. Local tour op¬ 
erators attended tire event 
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Poetry and dance gain new 
dimension through music 



By Mary Denis 
Special to die Star 


ARABIC POETRY, music and 
dance will mage together in a 
unique and powerful musical 
presentation at the new location 
of the Shoman Foundation in Ja- 
bal Luwebdeh as a manifesta¬ 
tion of unity of the visual and 
performing arts forms. 

The harmony and the whole¬ 
ness of these elements of arts, 
and their interaction are the 
theme of the forthcoming musi¬ 
cal offering. 

Dramatic outdoor 
sating against the 
background of the ar¬ 
chaeological remains 
of a Byzantine church 
adjacent to a cave at 
the Abdel Hameed 
Foundation Dorot al 
Funun (small house of 
the arts) mil reinforce 
the significance of the 
theme and the theatri¬ 
cal ambience of the lo¬ 
cation. 

Organized and pre- 


Iraqi poet and writer, who is 
"part of Palestinian landscape,” 
as soprano Tania Nasser de¬ 
scribes him. He will personally 
present the poems which deal 
with nature and humanity. 

These poems, set to music by 
Agnes Bashir, a Russian-born 
composer and pianist, sang by 
Tania Nasser soprano, and 
danced to by Rania Kamhawi, 
choreographer and ballet danc¬ 
er, will be given another life, an¬ 
other dimension through music 
and dance. 



seated by the Shoman Founda¬ 
tion under the patronage of HR 
Highnesses Prince Ra'ad and 
Princess Majda, the perfor¬ 
mance will take place on Sun¬ 
day, 26 September, at 8 pm on 
he premises of the Darat al Fu- 
iun. 

Darat al Funun is a "dynamic 
reutre," explains Suha Shoman, 
who has been the driving force 
behind the activities of the 
Foundation. Its main purpose in 
gaging such a musical presenta¬ 
tion is "to illustrate to the public 
the idea of interaction of per¬ 
forming and visual arts," says 
Shoman. 

An ancient concept of theatre 
when spectacles were held in 
small open spaces and where 
the spectators could sit in a 
semi-circle close to stage so as 
to be able to get more involved 
in the stage act is revived by 
Suha Shoman, who believes that 
the main function of the Foun¬ 
dation must be to serve Jordani¬ 
an artists and the public at large. 

The fact that the invitation is 
free and extended to all interest¬ 
ed in art emphasizes the Foun¬ 
dation view of bringing an to a 
large segment of the Jordanian 
society. 

The first of its kind in the 
Arab World the music creation 
highlights three poems by Jabra 
Ibrahim Jabra, Palestinian-born 


Just as poetry and dance are 
rhythmic movements of words 
and body, so is music. It com¬ 
bines sounds in melodic and 
harmonic combination express¬ 
ing thought and.feeling in an 
aesthetic form. 

"Combining all the elements 
together in one entity is like 
creating a painting," says Rania 
Kamhawi. who has produced 
several choreographic works 
and is a capable ballet dancer," 
"where a frill image cannot be 
attained without combining sev¬ 
eral artistic services." 

Interpreting poems through 
music is nothing new in ait. But 
setting Arabic classical poetry 
to music has been so far a new 
and unexplored area. To Arabs, 
as Tania Nasser explains, 
"words came before music," and 
perhaps this is the reason why 
until now there has been Httle 
achievement in Arabic; lyric 
poems. 

Soprano Tania Nasser, who 
admits that despite her Europe-. 
an music training and love of 
opera singing, she is faithful to 
her Arabic *neritage, and is al¬ 
ways "subconsciously on the 

look-out for the right music to 
fit and enhance the beauty of 
Arabic poetic language." 

Although Nasser sang many 
Arabic poems before, none of 


them had made a very deep im¬ 
pact of her, she confesses. 

But when she and Jabra. the 
poet "par excellence," according 
to her, heard Bashir's composi¬ 
tions inspired by some of his 
poems, they immediately agreed 
"that was exactly what we were 
looking for." 

Agnes Bashirs music is not 
Arabic. It has romantic style 
with occasional atonal Oriental 
ornamentations, at times board¬ 
ing on the abstract 

Jabra's poems are global and 
at the same time sym¬ 
bolic. He addresses na¬ 
ture, sunrise and night 
with strong revelation. 
Bashir’s music cap¬ 
tures the poet's nuanc¬ 
es of mood with great 
care, sensitivity and in¬ 
tellect 

In carefully thought 
out sequence of the 
performance the artists 
leaves nothing to 
chance. Even their cos¬ 
tumes are meaningful 
and are in harmony 
with the subject—while, black, 
and yellow. 

Dance will not be a focal 
point in the production, but an 
additional touch, rather like a 
fanciful dream like strokes on 
the musical canvas. The dance 
will only serve to create a cer¬ 
tain mood," explains'Kamhawi. 
She will appear in white with 
the_ lightness and innocence of a 
whiff of a fresh breeze, symbol¬ 
izing purity and hope on which 
the music will focus attention. 

In Jabra's description of the 
horrors of destruction (war, 
probably) in one of the poems— 
chaos, ugliness everywhere, 
monstrous creatures taking over, 
the earth—darkness reigns. The 
horrific notes in music intensify 
the picture by bursting into a 
lull,'suddenly exhausting them¬ 
selves and forcing the singer to 
resort to a recitative. - 
.Suddenly a tiny little flower 
as a ray of light and hope in the 
"Kingdom of darkness’ appears 
on the ruins of destruction per¬ 
sonifying victory of light over 
dark. The lyrics dissolve into 
music giving them a new life, a 
new meaning. 

Agnes Bashir -refrains from 
commenting on her composition 
and prefers to leave it to the au¬ 
dience to judge for themselves. 


Be careful of what you of- 4 
fer; someone may lake you ^ 
up on it. ^ 

* * * 4 

y 

If you warn to keep your 4 
friends, don’t do business 4 
with them. ^ 

* * * V 


Life in the fast lane will 

surely run you down. 

* * ¥ 


Most changes are for the 
best, even if they don’t seem 
that way at the time. 


Busy hands 
troubled mind. 


will ease a 


Children can help put your 
life in perspective. 


Sometimes a calculated 
risk is your best option. 


Don't expect to be re¬ 
warded for good deeds. Kind¬ 
ness shouldn't earn a price 


tag. 

IW. Tnhum- Mtilii Sen nv. 
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"WORD WISE 




o* Is there anv difference has overtones of superiority 
v ' -- -- .= -*■ 3l jd and irony, it means cynically 

disdainful or bitterly scom- 


between “sarcastic 

A- It depends on your ful. Sarcastic, which is de- 
“lOthEdi- rived from a Greek word that 


source. The new 

tion of Webster’s Collegiate 

Dictionary" says they arc 
synonyms, but “The Dicuo^ 
nary of Confusable \V ords 
says they're close in mean¬ 
ing. but not synonyms 


means tear flesh, means given 
to the use of sarcasm, an in¬ 
tentionally caustic or biting 
remark. 

Send questions or comments 
for Word Wise to P.O. Box4367, 
Orlando, Fta. 32802-4367. 


That source says sardonic & iw,Tnt«- mm* s*™«i 
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Fadi Ghandour of Aramex 

'The management of change is a 

tough process' 


Editor's Note: Aramex is one 
of Tew Jordanian establish¬ 
ments which offer a leading 
edge service to its customers 
through a service network 
spanning the globe by follow¬ 
ing an original managerial 
style. Today, Aramex courier 
company, set up in 1982, has 
transcended local borders to 
become truly global. 

"You simply cannot com¬ 
pete globally unless you're 
offering a worldwide quality 
service in the courier industry. 
Customers won't take you 
seriously otherwise," Aramex 
President and General Man- 
ager Mr Fadi Ghandour said 
in a recent interview with The 
Star's Business Editor Bilal 
Hjjjawi. Following are 
excerpts: 

How did Aramex become a 
successful Jordanian player in 
the region? 

Over the past 12 years we 
came out with the concept that 
there are no serious alternatives 
to the big courier company DHL 
—it was the only courier in 
town in 1981—when we started 
laying the foundation for this 
company. The way we managed 
to survive was to be able to rely 
on Arab local management 
which costs less in the first 
place. We needed to have a glo¬ 
bal operation because the client 
would only then trusts you and 
stay with you. It was competi¬ 
tion that has pushed our com¬ 
pany forward. 

In fact we took advantage of 
the economic depression in Jor¬ 
dan when we started. We 
recruited good people at reason¬ 
able salaries and waited for 
opportunity. We went out and 
set up an international network 
eventually. From day one we 
knew that unless wc had a global 
operation, we wouldn’t survive. 
Now. we have offices in every 
Arab country, except Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. which grants DHL a mon¬ 
opoly. Tunisia and Algeria, 
where courier business is a gov¬ 


ernment monopoly. But we have 
our offices in about every other 
country in the world. I can 
deliver your parcel in Guam and 
I can deliver it in California with 
the same efficiency. 

Aramex's regional success in 
the courier business attests to 
the success or its home-grown 
management style. How did 
you do it? 

Management is based on the 
basic principal that says 'there is 
always a way to do it better.' We 
practically re-invent the com¬ 
pany every 2 to 3 years by re¬ 
evaluating the fundamentals of 
our management: We decide 
that all what we were doing is 
wrong and start adapting again 
to the ever-changing environ¬ 
ment. Our aim is to induce bet¬ 
ter use and [increase the] pro¬ 
ductivity of the human element 
in order to manage the growth 
and expansion variables effec¬ 
tively. Three years ago, during 
the Gulf War, we went through 
restructuring. Today and in 
peace time, we think it [busi¬ 
ness] will boom again, so our 
business group is going through 
another phase of restructuring. 
From the people on the front 
line to the people in the execu¬ 
tive office, management can be 
done better. The management of 
change is a tough process: As 
opportunities come about, man¬ 
agement needs to adapt itself 
and take advantage of the 
emerging situations. 

But you’re not implementing 
a Western style of manage¬ 
ment, are you? 

The version of Western man¬ 
agement will not work for us in 
Jordan. In my business, the 
client of New York has the same 
requirements of my customer in 
Dubai: They both want an effi¬ 
cient service—[that requires 
you] to be on top of your job. 
information on hand and techno¬ 
logically advanced. But manage¬ 
ment needs to be adapted to the 
person executing the service. In 


Syria for example, I 
have to adapt to the Syr¬ 
ian employee. That is the 
basic concept that 
Aramex implements. 
You can bring in West¬ 
ern ideas and technology 
and Arab management to 
implement it This is 
what Aramex did, unlike 
the rest of our competi¬ 
tors who are foreign 
multinationals. Why 
bring someone from 
New York to manage 
someone in Amman? 
Most Jordanians are edu¬ 
cated and if you give 
them the tools and train 
them properly...well, the 
Aramex experience 
proves that a capable 
competitive talent is 
available locally. 



But don’t you need 
to have the connec¬ 
tions to do business here? 

Even if you have the connec¬ 
tions, you stiff have to cfo the 
effort. 

Running a global network In 
courier business is quite a 
complex operation. How do 
you manage? 

Absolutely. It is very compli¬ 
cated. We have a global network 
of alliances and a board of direc¬ 
tors that meets every three 
months. We all set up die stan¬ 
dards of operation where a guy 
in China would talk the same 
language as my guy in Amman 
or in London. New York. All 
our partners worldwide are 
hooked up to the same network 
we're hooked up with. It is a 
strategic alliance: We do their 
system in the Middle East and 
they do our operation in the US. 

How are decisions made and 
at which level? 

Aramex is a totally decentral¬ 
ized company. We have inde¬ 
pendent profit centers. [For 
example] We have our own 
office in Los Angeles run by a 


Fadi Ghandour: "..the Aramex 
experience proves that a capable 
competitive talent is available 
locally 


man, who happens to be a Jorda¬ 
nian trained in Amman. He 
manages the company as if it 
was his, so he doesn't have to 
refer to us because he knows his 
market more than I do. His 
objectives are three: To get cli¬ 
ents, serve them well and make 
profit. So if he’s achieving all 
three things, he doesn't need me 
in Amman. But in return. Td 
give him the network, as a big 
brother-partner. Tm giving him 
the world and he, in California, 
should pick up the business and 
use that- network. Our office in 
New York is run in the same 
way. Every station manager acts 
a chief executive officer in his 
city. The [station: officer] is the 
ultimate decision maker. 

What does market share 
mean in your business and 
what is your share of the cour¬ 
ier business in the Arab 
world? 

We have many product lines: 
We have the express product, 
where we deliver parcels. We 
have the cargo product where 
we ship heavier products. 


Our market share, as an 
express courier company in foe 
Arab world, moving small par¬ 
cels and letters, is 20 to 25 per¬ 
cent on average. Except in Saudi 
Arabia, which has the biggest 
market, where we are only 
allowed to deliver but not to 
pick up. In other words, for 
every 10 parcels picked up in 
the Arab world, 2 are Aramex's. 
If you want to look at specific 
markets: We are definitely the 
leaders in Lebanon and Syria 
and we think we are in Jordan. 
But we have total dominance cm 
bus iness coming from the West 
which we call . the wholesale 
business—we’d pick op from 
public courier companies to 
deliver in the Arab worid. 

Can other Jordanian compa¬ 
nies repeat the Aramex experi¬ 
ence as a regional success? 


I believe they can. It depends 
on whether you have the product 
or not Yon have to have a qual¬ 
ity product because customers 
have no loyalty to foe company's 
nationality. You cant tell him 
[Arab customer] to buy from 
you because you are an Arab or 
Jordanian company, this doesnt 
mean anything. This is what 
Aramex did. We set to ourselves 
an international standard. You 
need to use the local talent avail¬ 
able in foe market where you 
operate, and if you can do that 
then it's possible. Our company 
was much bigger than [foe] Jor¬ 
dan [market] and that has helped 
us survive because we didn't 
depend on one market, hi Jordan 
we are Jordanians, in Syria we 
are Syrians, in Lebanon we are 
Lebanese and so on. In the West 
and in Dubai we are interna¬ 
tional You just have to think 
global and act locaL Give us a 
chance and we can prove to you 
that it is possible, Jordanians can 
compete with the Giants. An 
entrepreneur in foe Gulf has less - 
obstacles than the one in Jordan 
because our Government 
bureaucracy limits your, ambi¬ 
tion. But a struggle is a struggle 


at the ««i ofthe day. If you want 
to do business yen have ip stick. 

it out, you have to fight H oiti. . 

•How would you compare. 
Jordan to Dubai? > ' 

We are no match to^Dubar. It 
is foe best pface to operate out 
ot..why? It is because'Dnbai^s a.. 
free market. The -.government, 
does not interfere in your bm\ 
ness; it only puts down the gen- ; 
eral policies which'act as guide-, 
lines and they let you . as a';;. 

private enterprise operate. If you .. 
bring in yom mooey to set up an' 
operation, they would give you ; 
everything' you . need:.. Visas, 
offices, • tdepbones--foe ' beat 
technology available, and the 
easiest customs regulations. .But 
in'Jo rdan yon have restrictions- 
in everything you would do arid 
in every step you make.- In every 
conference Tve attended ^Fve : 
s een a group coming from, either 
the Emirates Airlines or from 
jabal Aii or from die Port 
A uthori ty doing a presentation 
to attract business to foe country. 
How many Jordanians have you 
seen going out to promote Jor¬ 
dan as a business center? You 
cant see any. because we.dont 
even have tire facilities here. Can 
you provide telephones? -You 
cant. Can you provide cellular 
phones? You cant: You need 
these facilities for any interna¬ 
tional operation. Our reality is 
for away from this. If you [Gov¬ 
ernment] make investment in 
Jordan an lt phill battle, tins place 
wfll never become a regional 
center for investments because, 
comparatively, the region is 
opening up. If peace comes Leb¬ 
anon will be back on the scene 
and Dubai will take more of foe 
business: If we don't do it now, 
we will keep losing 'our human 
resources' to. theta. Very few 
com panies use Jordan as their 
base far servicing foe; region. I 
stayed in Jordan because I know 
that the human resource asset is 
good here and I invested in 
fo ytL. T took advantage of this 
aspect. ■ 


The Lebanese media ■ 

Anarchy or 
democracy? 

Bv Vesria Masbarqa 

-Special toThe Star 

EVEN AHER.15 *** rff*' 


the world in relation to us pop™**™- ^ !00 aa- 

sirs p"* *■? 

newspapers. . * 

' There are tw& schools or 
. thought around .this pl»- 
: Domena. Mainly Lebanese 
p ofiririflns and intellectuals 
Relieve that fois huge net-, 
work is the by-product of a 
highly complex and demo¬ 
cratic society that reflects 
the fundamental political 

and ideological differences. __ 

Others say that foe mush- D^rweish Blthu 

rooming of an hoc media 

government that have come to dom- 

„5Sre I wSn?S?m P ire and wan K »P^^op 
to maintain ethical professional and Sma j, joy 

industry. Lebanese. Information Minister Mh*<#c S mah, tote 
’ The Star that "we [government] are preparing for 
£w onfoemass mfeia." that will be enacted mOTfo.He 

went on to explain that foe 15 -year-old civil war* ft *■ 
tile ground for radio and television stations. a £5?£Sj5 
serve foe political and propaganda aims of different P™** 
frictions. Mr Smab said that the reason for the prmted law wui 
be to produce an objective media and safeguardl 
■pr ofessionalis m," which in his opinion had sunk low and 

ore «««-■ 

agreed. He told The Star that the goveramentis tatang legisla¬ 
tive measures to safeguard democracy and freedo m of s Pf®J 
which foe Lebanese people have always been accustoms to. 

He said that the civil war had proved that personalfreedoinjws 
always been stronger than any government in L**? 110 ": 
government today is seeking to offer television and «dw sft- 
Sons, as well as newspapers, with an infusion of up to 527 mu- 
lion in support grants and loans to clean up their act 

Fbad Hamdan, the director of the Ithaat Utbnaru a govern¬ 
ment radio station told 77te Star that the lack of finances dutna 
affect the quality of transmitted programs as much as it affected 
the technical credibility of the station. 

' | "Our radio frequency was limited and we could not compete 
with other radio stations who . had better transmitters and_ better 
frequency as a result" These stations are over-commercialized 
and "excessive advertising between programs tend to be 
extremely disruptive,” Mr Hamdan said. 

Mr Shawki Abu Sulieman, the director of Voice of Liberated 
Lebanon, a militia-private venture radio station told The Star 
that his station is foe only one which succeeded in striking a 
balance between the time given to advertising and high quality 

Continued on page 2 


SMS celebrates 40th anniversary 
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A look at portable printers: 

Quality print in your lap 


UNTIL VERY recently, the 
quality of print produced on 
portable primers was. at best, a 
joke. Though people used to 
cam 1 around laptops as powerful 
as desktop machines in the 
. recent past, and felt that 
there office was wherever fip 
they happened to be at the Hg 
time, they suffered from H| 
this problem. If you ever Bp 
needed letter quality output pt§ 
on the move, you’d have to ||P|] 
travel with a typewriter. 

Today, however, some r 
laptop printers are starting 
to attain the same print 
quality as their desktop 
counterparts. 

The ideal portable printer 
would have the same char¬ 
acteristics of the ideal port- _ 

able computer, compact¬ 
ness. light weight, the same sort 
of immunity to baggage han¬ 
dlers and a battery'with suffi¬ 
cient staying power to produce a 
day’s worth of documentation. 
Added to that, its printed output 
ought to be such that no one 
confuses it with a fax. and it 
should emerge at a rate that does 
not require its owner to take an 
extended coffee break. In other 
words, the portable printer 
should perform exactly as a 
desktop printer producing the 
same sort of quality. 

Let’s start with the Cannon 
BJ-lOex which is an advanced 
version of its desktop brother, 
the BJ-lOsx. It offers faster 
speed, up to UOeps, upgraded 


software and a more intuitive 
user control panel. It weighs 3.7 
pounds and uses a 9.5V nicad 
battery pack or AC adapter. It 
includes a single-sheet paper 
tray for letter and legal size 




paper. There’s a secondary feed 
mechanism for envelopes, trans- 
perancies, or thick substrates 
such as label sheets. It runs 
rather smoothly and quietly. 

Hewlett-Packard's DeskJet 
Portable was expected just to be 
a portable version of the com¬ 
pany's well-established desktop 
machine. It weighs 4.4 pounds, 
and has a rather bulky' AC 
adapter. It can reach print 
Speeds of 167cp$ for letter qual¬ 
ity and 240eps for draft, and 
comes with 4 built in fonts. It 
just uses an input slit at the back 
and an output slit on the front 
which is a bit confusing if you're 
used to paper trays. If you like 
what you're getting from your 
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spreed sheet 


desktop DeskJet, its portable 
cousin won't disappoint you. 

The Citizen NoteBook Printer 
II which weighs a remarkably 
light 2 pounds, is very compact 
indeed and is actually a portable 

I color printer. Citizen uses 
thermal transfer in their 
printer rather than inkjet 
technology. It can produce 
good quality color printouts, 
but it’s actually too slow. The 
CBM Lexmark 4070 U which 
■~J weighs over 4 pounds should 
be capable of printing at 
speeds of 83cps in letter qual- 
■ ity mode and 1 IOcps in draft. 
It has the advantage of com¬ 
ing bundled with an auto¬ 
feeder. The Staijet SJ-48 
from Star Micronics looks a 

_j lot like the Cannon portable 

and follows the same design, 
its prim quality is good enough 
for everyday work, but cannot 
be mistaken for laser output. 

Anyhow, it eventually boils 
down to a toss-up between Can¬ 
non and Hewlett-Packard. As 
regards to overall quality, the 
Cannon BJ-lOsx produced mar¬ 
ginally better results. Text is 
slightly crisper and cleaner titan 
that from the DeskJet portable, 
while black solids in the graph¬ 
ics are as dense, but without sat¬ 
urating the page with ink. With 
the DeskJet Portable being twice 
as fast as the Cannon, it has to 
be one of the best value for 
money pieces of hardware on 
the market. ■ 

PCW 


UNDER THE patronage of His 
Excellency, the Prime Minister, 
Dr. Abdul-Salam Al-Majali the 
Scientific and Medical Supplies 
Co (SMS) show opened last 
Tuesday at the Hotel Jordan 
Intercontinental. The show is to 
commemorate . SMS's 40th 
Anniversary. 

In an attractively designed 
hall, foe roost eyecatching thing 
about foe opening was foe new 
brand names that SMS has 
added to their stable of dealer¬ 
ships. SMS has acquired foe 
dealerships for Intel—with a 
stand showing off Intel Video 
and OverDrive packages—the 
dealership for Computer Asso¬ 
ciates, Laser Master and 
Quantum. 

On show was foe foil range of 
HP printers including the new 



impressive output' Also you 
could see the whole HP Vectra 
PC range with special emphasis 
on 66 MHz 486 machines used in 
a number of inultii&edia stands 
pum ping music;and.sounds and 
showing all sorts of graphics: Of 
course, all foe other HP products 
from calculators.andpersonal 
organizers to HP Test Sets, wen 
on show. : : •: - '' 

One official at a i sland said, 
"We feel like we're being over 
ran with guests today. We're 
very pleased _ to have. 1?00 


LaserJet 4L and 4si and the new 
color inkjet, the HP 1200C 
which produced some rather 


Next week. The Star w£Q be 
reporting on tins show and the 
different products m it and well 
be talking to SMS staff on their 
future plans for marketing these 
newly acquired brand names. V ■ 


Amman Computer Expo '9 


THE 30-DAY countdown to the 
Amman Computer Expo 93 
opening has begun. Around 
thirty companies have so far 
confirmed their participation in 
the show that will be organised 
by the Jordan Computer Society 
(JCS) and is scheduled to take 
place between 17 and 23 
October. 

Participants include Gulf Busi¬ 
ness Machines, Ideal Systems, 


Modem Computer Centre, A1 
Ra’ed A1 Arabi Computers, Gen¬ 
eral Computers and Electronics 
(GCE), Jordan Data Systems, 
Special Systems Company 
(SSO, Man tech, A1 Ghancm 
Trading Co„ Computer and 
Engineering Bureau (CEB), 
Ghazal Computer Establish¬ 
ment, A1 Nastier Services, 
Comcent Trading Co., Special¬ 
ized Technical Services (STS), 


■HT* 

wr<s. 



.. . . „ % EffNrE 

\‘JT • |: •» ’ , 


Petra Information Systems 
and many nth ers . *•'. ■{_ 

This year's show promisesAd 
be quite big with ite/7,000 
square meters . of. showroom 
space - at the Amman . Interna¬ 
tional Exhibition. Hie JCS, how¬ 
ever, is still wodring an the issue 
of providing. transportation - to 
visitors, to and from die. expo's 
location on the Queen- AHa Air¬ 
port highway. The Amman 
Computer Expo' has become an 
annual-event— this is the foarth- 
expo^uttzacting about ~20;0Q0 
viators every year. The JCS xs. 
aiming to a show that will please 
companies mid users alike. WeU - 
be giving you all the latest news , 
on the Expo *93 as it cooks in, 
so stay timed, ■' ?/. 


WRITE IT £ 
LOTUS AMI 
PRO 

The hes l '.vc-rd 
processor (or 
Windows 


PRESENT IT 
FREELANCE 
GRAPHICS 

Superb charting 
drawing and 
presentations 


ORGANIZE IT 
LOTUS 
ORGANIZER 

The essies! way 
to marrpge your 
hme and work 


SEND IT 
LOTUS 
CC: MAIL 

The world most 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail 


Authiu'i/i'd Dealer I nr 
L«'U)\ lYnducK 


Jordan Computer Center 

Shmcisoni. Te! 67S616 

Fax. (?G2-6> 606900 P O Box 910-123 
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^■’Coffee' NT server 

[ A FRJEND of mine who attended foe Digital Office Equipment 
Workshop conference in New York this. Jane stumbled upon 
something which is nothing less than hysterical. Amidst all the 
obvious seriousness of the conference and the presence of Mr 
Microsoft himself. Bill Gates IH, there 
was certain company, VMX Inc^ show¬ 
ing its own comical application of Win¬ 
dows NT on-a .server. Strangely enough, 
this company had utilized aU the power 
of NT tD—prodoce coffee! The Advanced 
Coffee Server from VMX called 'Coffee 
NT aims at "banging coffee and tea ser¬ 
vice from^he coffee centre to the desktop 
user.* / • .7" 

Things stint'to become clearer as you 
rsee a five demonstration of an NT server. 

. connected to a cofifee machine actually pouring coffee into a cup^ 
just as if itTwere a result of a computer command! VMX had 
went to titetioubfe: of producing detailed brochures of their 'Cof- 
fee NT product and even provided a press release for their prod¬ 
uct which tooks so much like official Microsoft releases which 
are bombarding newspapers all over the world now aday s. . T 

The press refease.introduces foe 'Coffee NT product by saying 
that. Traditionally, the focus of office automation has been on 
computing.technology without much regard to supporting the- 
more , conventional, but equally important office appliances,: 
VMX recognizes that one of the most essential productivity tools 
imtitecdfoemporaiy office is the coffee machine!" 


Even more tnimocnous are foe specifications of the 'Coffee-NT 
which promises-. High Capacity since you can access more cof- 
fee—opto 4-'Gigabits of pure liquid! Also there will be support 
for existing and forthcoming API's including MAPI-Multiple 
Anp&aftOit'FdQtiiig^Interface, BPI-Beverage pouring interface, 
dJ^^Baseoompatible tottmg. SDK-Sugar Dispensing KjL—^ 
All. these :features enable the system administrator "to set toe 
caffeine levels most appropriate to the computer user's task at 

. ff you stffl haven't understood, thereis no ’CoffeeKI” it's iust 
a joke. -Whatrmakes tins—.'Coffee' joke so suitably-chosen and 
weU-hmed ls' that Microsoft has made sore that Windows NT ;; 
WSfcdeseryes^ VMX inc^ismak-^ 
ln&fam of-frus v erytin ng. Microsoft is marketing NT as the next • 
genttatipn in gporatipg; systems fo regjlarte.au other less-friendlv 
rSmffess p<^e^oi»ra^ of ^ 

who are just ack:ofheating tfaatwiU probably enjoy thwjoke: 

CPero aro some; ^hg ; wo«U.an tins NT spoof, quoted frtii* : 

^*Marfotb& rcvblntitil? 
m office control. - Advanced Coffee Server— an advanced bever-' 
age control device for cL'cnt^server computing designed iri muK * 
tiamost of tck^>pow«fulcpffce mas&aSr AbsSlfS f 


Windows NT Roadshow hits MddleEast 

j^^^.Md^.EM.has'imnDunced aTSeries of nudsfaows* 
fonm^foe^onto pre^usnew product, WindowT^t^ 

/Tb^ idea is pcopfe a first land opportunity to get to . 

kpow foe productwifo mfe fclp of expert wiiiees, throu^i a ^iS 
of half-day seminars and ftycKfey technical sessiom. ms tramine 
pfogram w aimed. at tbe Management Infonnation System (7^ 
jMOfiKoonals, devrfopers. and solution providers. 

- Ar half-day semmat on Windows NT will beheld m Jordan on^ 
m cooperation- with Specialized Technicai Services 





























































